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Introduction Medical Terminology 
Greek and Latin Derivations* 


Banay, Ph.D., Librarian, Worcester State 
Hospital, Worcester, Mass. 


HERE hardly any other aspect medicine that discouraging 

for the beginning student medical terminology. The first impact 

the long, unfamiliar words decidedly depressing. French 
essayist the 16th Century made the apt remark that “The language 
medicine idiom foreign the general speech and discordant 
The same criticism could very well apply present-day medi- 
cal language, which sounds just “discordant” the uninitiated. 

Although medical terms have been drawn from many languages, 
large majority are from Greek and Latin. Some familiarity with the 
meaning the most frequently used roots, prefixes, and suffixes will 
clarify the whole field. With little study, will found that the long 
and formidable sounding medical terms are combination words 
which describe parts the body, function, condition. The basic 
terms occur over and over again various combinations. knowledge 
the meaning the roots, prefixes, and suffixes enables the student 
analyze the medical terms into component parts. This the greatest 
aid learning understand the vocabulary medicine. Some names 
diseases given the ancients and still used to-day are, many in- 
stances, simply descriptions the outstanding symptoms; for example, 
hydro -phobia—fear water—for rabies, because the inability drink 
early, characteristic sign the disease. 


GREEK MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 


estimated that about three-fourths our medical terminology 
Greek origin. The main reason for this that the Greeks were the- 
founders rational medicine the golden age Greek civilization 

*Abbreviations: AS—Anglo-Saxon; E.—English; Fr.—French; G.—German; Gr.— 
Greek; L.—Latin. 

without source Stedman, L., Practical medical dictionary, 13th ed., 
Baltimore, Wood, 1936, p.v. 
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the 5th Century B.C. The Hippocratic School and, later on, Galen (the 
Greek from Asia Minor who lived Rome the 2nd century A.D.) 
formulated the theories which dominated medicine the beginning 
the 18th Century.? The Hippocratics were the first describe dis- 
eases based observation, and the names given them many con- 
ditions are still used today, for example, arthritis, nephritis, pleuritis 
(pleurisy). 

second reason for the large number Greek medical terms that 
the Greek language lends itself easily the building compounds. 
When new terms were needed, with the rapid expansion medical 
science during the last century, Greek words Latin words with 
Greek endings were used express the new ideas, conditions, instru- 
The new words follow the older models closely that im- 
possible distinguish the two their forms. Such recent words ap- 
pendicitis, creatinine, cystoscope, epinephrine, streptococcus, and many 
others not appear different from the classical terms. The fact that 
about one-half our medical terminology less than century old. 

third reason for using the classical roots that they form inter- 
national language, easily understood anyone familiar with the subject 
matter. Whoever has had struggle with such German terms Keil- 
bein, Milz, Stickstoff instead the familiar sphenoid, lien, and nitrogen 


will appreciate this. 


Orthography 
The Greek terms came into the English language through the Latin. 
adapting the Greek words the Romans used the Latin alphabet. This 
generally corresponds the Greek but there are few exceptions. The 
Romans did not have the Gr. regularly represented 
Gr. kranion, and cranium 
Gr. kleptomania, and cleptomania 
The Greeks had two letters for the short and long sounds and 
the Romans had only one letter for each whether the sound was short 


The Greek when standing itself, transcribed the and 


Gr. kruptos—hidden, secret, and cryptos; the the Gr. 


The best concise summary the achievements the early Greek physicians Charles 
Singer, Greek Medicine (in the Legacy Greece, Livingstone, ed., Oxford, Claren- 
don Press, 1924, pp. 201-249). 
For all round introduction linguistics and the influence Greek English see 
Bodmer Frederick, The loom language, Y., Norton, 1944, pp. 246-249 and 657-682. 
*To avoid the use Greek letters the long sounds and are indicated with 
line over the letter. The long Gr. pronounced E., ache, age, etc. 


MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 


diphthongs (two vowels united one sound) when combined with 
retains the form transcription: au, eu, ou. 
Gr. diaita—regimen, diaeta, diet 
Gr. amoiba—L. amoeba, ameba 
The Gr. becomes 
Gr. cheir—hand, and chir, chiropodist 
The Gr. -os and -on usually become and -um 
Gr. ton-os—L. ton-us, tonicity 
Gr. baktéri-on—L. and bacteri-um 


Some Greek root words 


Scores simple Gr. root words are used our every-day English 
without our realizing their origin. quote just few: acme, basis, chaos, 
character, criterion, dogma, drama, echo, enigma, horizon, 
stigma, thema, etc. 

Here short list some basic words used medical terminology: 


adén—gland kranion—skull pneuma—air, breath 

bronchos—gullet mania—madness, pyon—pus 
cheir—hand frenzy pyr—fire, fever 
derma—skin neuron—tendon, 
gastér—belly nerve spasmos—spasm 
haima—blood osteon—bone splén—spleen 
hépar—liver ophthalmos—eye stoma—mouth 
hygieia—health pepsis—digestion stomachos—stomach 
kardia—heart pharynx—throat trauma—wound 
kephalé—head pleura—side, rib 


Prefixes 


Among the most frequently used elements the formation words 
are prefixes. These consist one more syllables (orginally preposi- 
tions adverbs) placed before the words show various kinds rela- 
tionships. joining the stem, the final letter the prefix undergoes cer- 
tain changes. prefix ends vowel and the stem begins with one, 
the final vowel the prefix usually dropped, e.g. 

epi-encephalon becomes ep-encephalon 
para-otid becomes par-otid. 

The final prefix becomes before following 

from syn-logism; 
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em-phasis from 
whereas before the final dropped, 
sy-stem from 
The most important prefixes are listed below with their meanings and 


few examples their use. 


a-, an- (before vowel)—a privative negative conveying defi- 
ciency, lack weakness 
a-pathy—lack feeling® 
a-tom—indivisible 
an-emia—lack blood 
an-esthesia—lack sensation 
amphi-, ampho—on both sides, double 
amphi-bious—living both sides (land and 
amphi-theatre—a place for seeing around, operating room 
ampho-diplopia—double vision both eyes 
ampho-phil—fond both, cell which stains with either acid 
dyes 
ana-, upward, again 
ana-lysis—dissolution, breaking (of chemical compounds) 
ana-mnesis—recollection, medical history 
ana-tomy—cutting up, dissection 
an-a-phylaxis—renewed loss protection 
anti—against, opposed to, opposite 
anti-dote—against given thing (poison) 
anti-pyretic—against fever 
anti-septic—against infection 
ant-acid—against acid, neutralizing acid 
away from 
apo-physis—a growth away, projection (from bone) 
apo-plexy—a stroke away, sudden stroke 
apo-staxis—a trickling down, slight hemorrhage 
apo-thecary—a pharmacist repository) 
cata—down, downward 
cata-menia—according month, menses 
flowing down, inflammation the mucous 
brane 
cata-tonia—a downward tone, stupor 
cat-hod—downward way, the return goal electron 
Most the definitions medical terms are taken from Stedman’s Practical medical 


. 


dictionary, 16th revised edition, Baltimore, For difficult terms the well- 
known standard medical dictionaries English (Black, Dorland, Gould) were 


occasionally. 
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dia—through, across, completely 
dia-betes—a going through, syphon, disease 
dia-gnosis—knowing completely, determination the nature 
disease 
dia-rrhea—flowing through, fluid discharge 
going through, elevation temperature. 
means current 
dys—bad, difficult, defective 
dys-entery—bad intestine 
dys-pepsia—bad digestion 
dys-pnea—difficult breathing 
dys-trophy—bad nourishment 
ex—out, out of, outward 
ec-topic—out place 
ec-zema—a boiling out, inflammation the skin 
ex-ophthalmos—eye (bulging) out 
ex-ostosis—bone outside, bony tumor 
en-, em—in, within 
en-cephalon—in the head, the brain 
en-demic—in the people, present community 
em-bolism—thrown in, plugging vessel 
em-bryo—grown in, fetus 
hyper—over, above, excessive 
hyper-emia—excessive blood 
hyper-thyroidism—symptoms caused excessive activity the 
thyroid 
hyper-tonic—excessive tension 
hyper-trophy—excessive nourishment, overgrowth 
hypo—under, below, insufficient 
hypo-chondriac—under the cartilage, imaginary disease 
hypo-dermic—under the skin 
hypo-glyc-emia—low proportion sugar the blood 
hypo-physis—a growth under (the brain), pituitary body 
meta—after, behind, beyond, change 
meta-bolism—change throwing, tissue change 
meta-morphosis—change form 
meta-stasis—change position 
met-encephalon—after the brain, hindbrain 
para—near, alongside, apart from, abnormal 
para-noia—abnormal mind 
para-plegia—near stroke, paralysis the extremities 
par-esthesia—abnormal perception 
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par-otid—beside the ear 
peri—about, around 
peri-cardium—around the heart, membrane covering the heart 
peri-osteum—around the bone, membrane covering the bone 
peri-stalsis—contraction around, contraction the intestines 
peri-toneum—(membrane) stretching around, lining the ab- 
dominal cavity 
pro—before, forward, advance 
pro-drome—running before, early symptom 
pro-geria—before old age, premature aging 
pro-gnosis—knowing before, forecast 
pro-phylaxis—advance protection 
syn-, sym—with, together, union 
syn-drome—running together, aggregate symptoms 
sy-stole (from syn-stolé)—contraction, the rhythmic contraction 
the heart 
sym-biosis—living together two more organisms 
sym-ptom—a falling together, sign 


Suffixes 


suffix terminal letter syllable added the stem modify 
amplify its meaning. suffix begins with consonant and joined 
make the junction. 

The most common suffixes 

Fr. -ie, pathological state condition 

agon-ia—contest, suffering 
hyster-ia—a chronic neurosis formerly thought uterine 
causation (hystera—womb) 
ophthalm-ia—inflammation the eye 
pathological state, condition, its causation 
lith-iasis—formation calculi (lithos—stone) 
psor-iasis—a skin disease 
trichin-iasis—a disease caused trichinae infestation 

-icus, -ic—an adjectival termination 

anesthesia, drug producing anesthesia 

epilept-ic—pertaining epilepsy 

hect-ic—irregularly feverish (hexis—habit; orig. meaning 
bitual) 

patholog-ic—pertaining pathology 
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-ismos, -ismus, -ism—denotes condition 
embol-ism—the plugging artery vein (embolos—wedge) 
hypnot-ism—a condition artificially induced sleep (hypnos— 
sleep) 
metabol-ism—tissue change (metabolé—change) 
rheumat-ism—rheumatic fever (rheuma—flux) 
-istés, agent doer the action indicated the 
root 
anatom-ist—one who cuts 
anesthet-ist—one who takes away, sensation 
orthodont-ist—one who straightens teeth 
urolog-ist—one who treats urological disorders 
-itis—originally the adjectival ending used with nosos—disease; 
now used alone and has acquired the significance inflam- 
matory disease 
appendic-itis 
arthrit-is 
bronch-itis 
ot-itis 
Gr. -izein—a verbal suffix indicating treatment means 
special instrument drug 
an-esthet-ize—to take away sensation 
use catheter 
hypnot-ize—to put sleep 
-ma, -ema, -oma—designates concrete pathological condition 
ec-zema—a boiling out, inflammation the skin 
ex-anth-ema—a skin flower, skin eruption 
Words ending -oma are numerous, referring usually swell- 
ing tumor, that this ending considered equivalent tumor, 
carcin-oma—a cancerous tumor, malignant growth 
granul-oma—a tumor granulation tissue 
neur-oma—a tumor formed nerve cells 
sarc-oma—a fleshy thing, fleshy tumor 
-oid; originally -oeid, from Gr. eidos—form, ‘appearance; denotes 
resemblance the object designated the main word 
sphen-oid—wedge-shaped (sphén—wedge) 
typh-oid—like typhus fever (typhos—stupor) 
thyr-oid—the shieldlike gland (thyreos—shield) 
xiph-oid—sword-shaped (xiphos—sword) 
-sis, -osis—denotes any production increase (physiological pa- 
secondarily invasion and increase parasites within 


inflammation the part named the stem 
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the organism. often interchangeable with trichin-osis 
trichin-iasis 

adip-osis—an excessive accumulation fat 

rhe-xis (from rheg-sis)—a breaking, rupture 

sep-sis—a rotting, putrefaction 

tubercul-osis—an invasion the tubercle bacilli 


Chemical suffixes 


-ase (asis—slime)—denotes colloid enzyme 
amyl-ase—a starch splitting enzyme (amylon—starch) 
lip-ase—a fat splitting enzyme (lipos—fat) 

-ate—indicates salt base 
phosph-ate—a salt phosphoric acid 
sulph-ate—a salt sulphuric acid 

name for binary compound containing non-metallic ele- 

ment 
chlor-ide—a compound chlorine with another element 
sulph-ide—a compound sulphur with base 

termination noting glucoside 
fibr-in (L. fibra—fiber) 
gelat-in (L. gelatum—congealed) 
prote-in (Gr. 

-ine—an ending used the names alkaloids 
hero-ine—alkaloidal ester morphine 
morph-ine—alkaloid opium 

-ite—a terminal indicating salt acid ending -ous 
phosph-ite—a salt phosphorous acid 
sulph-ite—a salt sulphurous acid 


Compound words 


addition the words made stem combined with one 
more prefixes there are terms which have second stem 
component part. Some Gr. terms may have many three stems 
joined, e.g. leuco-cyt-hemia—leucemia. Nouns; adjectives, and adverbs 
may used various combinations. The first part compound word 
generally indicates its essential meaning which modified amplified 
the second part. the second part begins with consonant, the con- 
necting vowel usually inserted for the sake euphony. two vowels 
are juxtaposed the combination, the first generally dropped. 

list nouns regularly appearing first part compound. 
(Many these are names parts the body.) 
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anthrop- 
anthropo-genesis—origin man 
anthropo-metry—measurement man 
bio- (bios—life) 
bio-logy—the science living organisms 
bi-opsy—examination tissue excised from the living body 
broncho- (bronchos—gullet) 
broncho-cele—windpipe tumor, goiter 
broncho-pneumonia—inflammation the bronchi 
cardio- (kardia—heart) 
cardi-a-taxia—irregularity the action the heart 
cardio-gram—recording the movements the heart 
cheir-, chir- (cheir—hand) 
ch(e)iro-practor—a practitioner manipulation 
chiro-gnomy—physiognomy the hand 
cyto- (kytos—cell) 
cyto-zoic—living cell 
derma-, dermat- (derma—skin) 
dema-graph—an instrument for writing the skin 
dermato-logy—study the skin 
entero- (enteron—the intestine) 
enter-ectomy—resection segment the intestine 
entero-lith—an intestinal calculus 
gastr- (gastér, stem, gastr—stomach) 
gastro-enterology—the medical specialty dealing with diseases 
the stomach and intestines 
gastr-odynia—pain the stomach 
gynec- (gyné, gynec—female) 
gyneco-mastia—female breast the male 
gyneco-plastics—reparative surgery the female organs 
hem-, hemat- (haima, haimat—blood) 
hemat-emesis—vomiting blood 
hemo-rrhage—bleeding 
hepat-, (hépar, hépat—liver) 
hepat-a-trophy—atrophy the liver 
hepato-melanosis—dark pigmentation the liver 
hydr- hydr—water) 
hydro-cephalus—water head, congenital deformation 
hydro-gen—a gas which forms water when combined with oxygen 
the use water 
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hypno- (hypnos—sleep) 
hypn-agogue—inducer sleep 
hypno-lepsy—uncontrollable sleepiness 
hyster- (hystera—uterus) 
hyster-ectomy—excision the uterus 
hystero-ptosis—prolapse the uterus 
litho- (lithos—stone) 
litho-nephria—stone the kidney 
litho-tomy—cutting for stone 
morph- (morphé—form) 
morpho-logy—the science structure 
morpho-genesis—the evolution form 
my- (mys—muscle) 
weakness 
myo-carditis—inflammation the muscular wall the heart 
narc- stupor) 
narco-lepsy—numbing seizure, petit mal 
narco-mania—craving for narcotics 
nephro- (nephros—kidney) 
nephro-py-osis—suppuration the kidney 
nephro-scler-osis—hardening the kidney 
neuro- (neuron—cord, tendon, nerve) 
neur-algia—nerve pain 
neur-asthenia—nerve weakness 
odont- (odys, odont—tooth) 
odonto-clasis—breaking tooth 
odont-orthrosis—straightening teeth 
ophthalmo- (ophthalmos—eye) 
ophthalmo-gyric—causing eye movements 
ophthalmo-scope—an instrument view the eye 
osteo- (osteon—bone) 
the bone 
osteo-necrosis—killing, decay the bone 
ot- (iis, 
oto-myc-osis—a fungus-caused inflammation the ear 
oto-rrhea—discharge from the ear 
pod- (piis, pod—foot) 
pod-agra—seizure the foot, gout 
practitioner 
pyo- (pyon—pus) 
pyo-genic—pus forming 
pyo-periton-itis—suppurative inflammation the peritoneum 


‘ 
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pyret- (pyr—fire, heat, inflammation) 
pyr-exia—an acute inflammation 
pyreto-mania—an uncontrollable desire 
sphygmo- (sphygmos—pulse) 
sphygmo-graph—an instrument record pulse beat 
sphygmo-mano-meter—an instrument for measuring the blood 
pressure 
animals 
animal parasite 


List adjectives which regularly appear first part compounded 
words. 
allo- 
allo-cinesis—passive movement, reflex movement 
all-ergy—a clinical change the capacity the organism 
act infection, hypersensitivenesg 
auto- (autos—self) 
auto-matism—a condition which movements are made with- 
out conscious exercise the will 
aut-opsy—seeing with one’s own eyes, post-mortem examination 
brady- (bradys—slow) 
slowness the heart beat 
brady-pnea—abnormal slowness respiration 
caco- (kakos—bad) 
cac-hexia—bad habit, lack and wasting 
cac-idrosis—morbid sweating 
crypto- (cryptos—secret, hidden) 
crypto-genic—of hidden, obscure origin 
crypt-orchid—hidden, undescended testis 
ecto- (ektos—outside) 
ecto-derm—outer side the skin 
ecto-plasm—moulded the outer side, the outér side the 
cytoplasm 
erythro- (erythros—red) 
cell, red corpuscle 
swelling 
(one half) 
hemi-atrophy—atrophy one lateral half part organ 
stroke, paralysis one side the body 
hetero- (heteros—other, different, opposite) 
hetero-plasty—surgical grafting with tissue derived from another 
individual 
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hetero-tonia—different, variable tension 
homeo- 
homeo-pathy—a special system therapeutics 
homeo-stasis—condition bodily equilibrium; literally “stand- 
ing still” 
homo- (homos—the same) 
homo-lateral—on relating the same side 
homo-sexual—having attraction for the same sex 
idio- (idios—one’s own, private) 
idio-pathic—noting primary disease, one originating without 
apparent extrinsic cause 
idio-syncrasy—one’s own mixing, peculiarities person 
iso- (isos—equal, like) 
the same temperature 
equality 
leuco- (leukos—white) 
cell, white blood corpuscle 
leuco-rrhea—white discharge 
macro- (makros—long, large) 
macro-cephalic—having large head 
macro-glossia—enlargement the tongue 
mega-, megal- (megas, megal—great, large) 
mega-colon—dilatation the large intestine 
megalo-mania—delusion grandeur 
melan- (melas, melan—black) 
melan-cholia—black bile, depressed emotional state 
melano-sarcoma—a deeply pigmented sarcoma 
meso- (mesos—middle) 
mes-encephalon—midbrain 
mes-entery—middle intestine 
micro- (mikros—small) 
micro-be (mikros+bios)—small living thing 
micro-scope—a viewer small things 
mono- (monos—alone, single) 
mono-nuclear—having single nucleus 
one limb 
neo- (neos—new, recent, young) 
neo-natal—relating the period immediately succeeding birth 
oligo- (oligos—little, few) 
oligo-phrenia—mental weakness, feeblemindedness 
oligo-pnea—infrequent respiration 
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ortho- (orthos—straight, correct) 
ortho-dontia—straightening the teeth 
ortho-pedics—correction deformities 
oxy- (oxys—sharp, acid) 
oxy-gen—a gaseous element present acids 
oxy-lallia—rapid speech 
paleo- (palaios—ancient) 
paleo-genesis—hereditary transmission peculiarities 
paleo-pathology—study diseases the prehistoric times 
pan- (pas, pan—all, entire) 
pan-creas—all flesh, the pancreas gland 
pan-demic—a disease attacking all 
(polios—grey) 
polio-encephalitis—inflammation the grey matter the brain 
polio-myelitis—inflammation the grey matter the spinal 
cord 
poly- (polys—much, many) 
poly-pus—many feet 
poly-uria—excessive urination 
proto- 
proto-plasm—first formed, living matter 
proto-type—first form, primitive form 
pseudo- (pseudés—false, spurious) 
pseudo-cele—false cavity, the 5th ventricle the 
pseudo-cyesis—false pregnancy 
tachy- (tachys—fast) 
tachy-cardia—quick heart, rapid action the heart 
tachy-pnea—rapid breathing 
xantho- (xanthos—yellow) 
xantho-derm—yellow skin 
xanth-opsia—yellow vision 


~ 


Some adverbs regularly appearing first part compound. 
di- (dis—twice) 
di-hydric—a chemical compound with two hydrogen atoms 
di-morphism—existing two forms 
endo- (endon—within) 
endo-crine—secretion within, internal secretion 
endo-metrium—within the uterus, membrane lining the uterus 
eu- (eu—well, easy) 
eu-phoria—bearing oneself well, good health 
eu-thanasia—easy death 
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exo—outside, outward 
exo-gnathion—outside jaw, maxilla 
opisth- (opisthé—behind) 
opisth-encephalon—brain behind, the cerebellum 
opistho-tonos—stretching backward, tetanic spasm 
palin—back, backward, again 
palin-dromia—a running back, relapse 
return sensation 
tele-neuron—the end neuron 
tele-pathy—minding-reading from afar 


Some nouns regularly appearing second part compound. 


(agogos—leader) 
galact-agogue—an agent promoting the secretion milk 
hypn-agogue—inducer sleep, hypnotic 
cardi-agra—heart seizure, angina pectoris 
pod-agra—foot seizure, gout 
-algia (algos—pain) 
gastr-algia—stomach ache 
neur-algia—nerve pain 
-asthenia (asthenés—weak) 
my-asthenia—muscular weakness 
neur-asthenia—nerve weakness, nervous exhaustion 
hemato-cele—blood cyst 
hydro-cele—water hernia 
(kinésis—movement) 
cardio-cinesia—movement, action the heart 
entero-cinesia—movement the intestine, peristalsis 
-clasia, -clasis—breaking 
arthro-clasia—breaking joint, breaking adhesions 
hemo-clasis—breaking the red blood corpuscles 
(kytos—cell) 
erythro-cyte—red blood corpuscle 
lympho-cyte—lymph corpuscle 
(ektomé—excision) 
hyster-ectomy—excision the uterus 
thyroid-ectomy—excision the thyroid gland 
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-ectopia (ek topos—out place) 
nephr-ectopia—abnormal mobility the kidney 
splen-ectopia—abnormal mobility the spleen 
-emia (haima—blood) 
an-emia—lack blood 
ur-emia—an excess urea the blood 
-esthesia (aisthésis—feeling, sensibility) 
feeling 
par-esthesia—an abnormal spontaneous sensation (like 
-genesis, origin 
patho-genesis—the origin development disease 
spermato-genesis—production spermatozoa 
onto-geny—the development the individual 
-gram (gramma—writing, drawing) 
cardio-gram—the record the movement the heart 
encephalo-gram—a roentgenogram the brain 
-graph, -graphy (graphein—to write) 
dermo-graph—an instrument for marking writing the skin 
ventriculo-graphy—radiography the cerebral ventricles 
-lith (lithos—stone, calculus) 
entero-lith—an intestinal calculus 
hemato-lith—a concretion the wall blood vessel 
Fr. -logie, -logy (Gr. logos—word, discourse, treatise) 
physio-logy—the science which deals with life processes 
uro-logy—the specialty dealing with the diseases the urinary 
organs 
-lysis—dissolution, loosening, breaking down 
hemo-lysis—destruction the red blood cells 
para-lysis—loss voluntary movement muscle 
(malakia—softening) 
myo-malacia—softening muscular tissues 
osteo-malacia—softening the bones 
-mania—madness, uncontrollable impulse 
klepto-mania—a pathological impulse steal 
megalo-mania—delusion grandeur 
-megalia, -megaly (megas, megal—large) 
acro-megalia acromegaly—enlargement the extremities 
spleno-megalia—enlargement the spleen 
-meter, Gr. métron, metrum—measure, instrument for meas- 
uring 
pulsi-meter—instrument measure the pulse 


GEORGE BANAY 


-odynia (odyné—pain) 
acr-odynia—pain the extremities 
ot-odynia—pain the ear 
ambly-opia—dimness vision (amblys—dull) 
my-opia—winking vision, shortsightedness wink) 
-pathy 
adeno-pathy—glandular disease 
psycho-pathy—a disorder the mind, insanity 
-philia (philein—to like) 
blood”, disorder marked with hemor- 
rhages 
-phobia (phobos—fear) 
claustro-phobia—a morbid fear being any closed place 
hydro-phobia—fear water, rabies 
-plasty (plassein—to cf. “plastic” surgeon) 
entero-plasty—plastic surgery the intestines 
rhino-plasty—plastic surgery the nose (rhis, rhin—nose) 
-plegia 
hemi-plegia—half stroke, paralysis one side the body 
para-plegia—paralysis the lower part the body 
-poiesis—making, 
hemato-poiesis—formation blood 
-ptosis—falling, displacement 
hystero-ptosis—prolapse the uterus 
viscero-ptosis—displacement the internal organs 
(pyon—pus) 
arthro-pyosis—suppuration joint 
nephro-pyosis—suppuration the kidney 
(rhégnymi—break forth) 
hemo-rrhage—bleeding 
metro-rrhagia—bleeding from the uterus (métra—uterus) 
(rrhaphé—stitch) 
perineo-rrhaphy—suturing the perineum 
urethro-rrhaphy—suture the urethra 
(rrhoia—flow) 
gono-rrhea—a discharge caused gonococcus infection 
discharge 
-sclerosis—hardening, induration 
arterio-sclerosis—hardening the arteries 
arthro-sclerosis—stiffness the joints 
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-scope, -scopy (skopein—to view) 
cysto-scope—an instrument view the bladder (kystis—bladder) 
ophthalmo-scope—an instrument fundus the eye 
(spasmos—convulsion, cramp) 
entero-spasm—intestinal colic 
pyloro-spasm—painful contraction the pylorus 
-stasis—stoppage, checking 
hemo-stasis—arrest bleeding 
homeo-stasis—standing still, bodily equilibrium 
-staxis—dripping, oozing, slow hemorrhage 
entero-staxis—bleeding from the’ intestines 
epi-staxis—nose bleed 
-stenosis—narrowing 
cardio-stenosis—narrowing the heart 
entero-stenosis—narrowing the intestines 
-stomy (stoma—mouth) 
colo-stomy—forming opening into the colon 
cysto-stomy—forming opening into the bladder 
-therapy (therapeia—treatment) 
hydro-therapy—treatment water 
physio-therapy—treatment natural means (air, water, massage) 
-thermy (thermé—heat) 
temperature electric current 
electro-thermy—applying heat electricity 
-tomy (tomé—incision) 
laparo-tomy—incision into the doin (lapara—loin) 
lobo-tomy—operation the frontal lobe 
-trophy (trephein; stem, troph—to nourish) 
a-trophy—lack*of nourishment, wasting the tissues the body 
hyper-trophy—excessive nourishment, overgrowth 
-uria 
hemat-uria—blood the urine 
py-uria—pus the urine 


Chemical compound words 


Chemical compound words are formed very irregularly. They are 
hybrid (using Gr. and stems combined one word) and most 
cases they are greatly abbreviated, e.g. 

am-yl from (ylon—starch) (h) (€)—material 
formaldehyde from form (ic acid) (cohol) dehyd 
(rogenatum), etc. 
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LATIN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 


the Romans conquered the then known world, Latin became the 
universal language Italy and the provinces. Many centuries after the 
fall Rome, Latin still ruled supreme. this very day, Latin the 
language the Catholic Church, and during the formative period the 
western European languages was incorporated every one them. 
The Romance languages, and especially French, modern Latin, pre- 
serving most the form and spirit the ancient language. English 
some extent Germanic form and part its vocabulary Germanic, 
but considerable section Latin ancestry borrowed from the French. 
Most the common roots speech are Anglo-Saxon, but the moment 
leave primitive life and advance more civilized living, our words im- 
mediately become Latin. walk, start, stop, breathe, sleep, wake, talk, 
live and lie Anglo-Saxon but advance, retreat, approach, retire, in- 
spire, confer, discuss, compare, refute, debate, perish, survive Latin, 
and the predominant part the vocabulary business, commerce, fi- 
nance, government, diplomacy, and the sciences Latin. 

Greek medicine migrated Rome early date, and many Latin 
terms crept into its terminology. Latin was the language science 
the beginning the 18th Century, all medical texts were written 
Latin. Under the influence the great anatomical work Andreas 
Vesalius, humani corporis fabrica (1543), the terminology anatomy 
almost exclusively Latin. 


Some Latin root words. 


number Latin root words medicine legion. shall 
quote just few examples: 


anus—ring 
aqua—water 
bacillus—little rod 
bucca—cheek 

cancer—crab 
caput—head 
caries—decay 
cella—chamber 
cerebrum—brain 
cervix—neck 
cor—heart 
corpus—body 
cortex—bark 
cutis—skin 


dens—tooth 
facies—face 
febris—fever 
femur—thigh, thigh 
bone 
fetus—embryo 
foramen—perforation 
fornix—arch 
fossa—ditch 
frons—forehead 
fundus—base, bottom 
glans—gland 
hernia—rupture 


labium—lip 
latus—side 
lens—lentil 
ligamentum—binding 
lingua—tongue 
lues—plague 
lupus—wolf 
manus—hand 
meatus—opening 
mens—mind 
mensis—month 
morbus—disease 
nodus—knot 
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oculus—eye ruga—wrinkle, tonsilla—pointed pole 
os—mouth furrow tunica—garment 
ovum—egg saliva—spittle tussis—cough 
patella—shallow ulcus—ulcer 
pectus—chest sella—chair uterus—womb 
pelvis—basin vagina—sheath 
placenta—flat cake spina—thorn valva—valve 
pons—bridge stimulus—goad 
succus—juice vena—vein 
girl sudor—sweat venter—belly 
ren—kidney tabes—wasting vermis—worm 
retina—net talus—ankle vesica—bladder 
tergum—back virus—poison 
Prefixes 


When prefixes are joined with stem, some changes take place, which 
are essentially the same the ones outlined the introduction the Gr. 
prefixes. addition these, noted that the final consonant 
the prefixes ad-, con- and ob- are usually changed duplicate the let- 
ter which follows, for example: 


ad-cept becomes ac-cept con-lateral becomes col-lateral 
ad-ferens becomes af-ferens ob-ciput becomes 
ad-sume becomes as-sume ob-press becomes op-press, etc. 


con-lapse becomes col-lapse 


The most important Latin prefixes are listed below with their mean- 
ings and few examples their use: 


a-, ab-, abs—away from, off 
a-vulsion—tearing away 
ab-ductor—leading away 
ab-oral—away from the mouth 
abs-tract—a condensation 

ad—to, toward 
ad-hesion—sticking 
ad-renal—near the kidney, adrenal gland 
ac-cretion—accumulation 
ap-pendix—hanging upon 

ambo—both, both sides 
ambi-dextrous—able use both hands 

ambi-valent—having power both directions 

ambo-ceptor—accepting both, substance the blood 
ambo-sexual—bisexual, affecting both sexes 
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ante—before (in time space), front of, forward 
ante-cubital—before the elbow 
ante-flexion—bending forward 
ante-natal—before birth 
ante-version—tipping forward 


bi-, bis—twice, double 
bi-carbonate—a salt having two elements carbonic acid 
bi-cuspid—having two points 
bi-lateral—pertaining both sides 
bis-axillary—pertaining both armpits (axilla) 
circum—around, about 
circum-cision—cutting around 
circum-flex—bent around 
circum-ocular—around the eye 
circum-oral—around the mouth 


co-, con- (from cum)—with, together 
co-agulation—changing into clot 
con-cussion—a violent shock 
col-lapse—extreme prostration 
com-press—pressed together, compressed pad 
contra—against, opposed 
contra-ception—against conception 
contra-indication—rendering particular treatment undesirable 
contra-stimulant—opposing stimulation 
contra-toxin—against toxin 


de—down, downward; sometimes privative 
de-ciduous—not permanent, temporary 
de-composition—decay, putrefaction 
de-mentia—without mind, mental deterioriation 
de-odorant—taking odor away 
di-, dis—an inseparable preposition denoting sundering, apart; some- 
times negative 
di-gestion—carrying (food) away, digestion 
dis-infectant—freeing from infection, agent that disinfects 
dis-location—displacement (of bone) 
dis-sect—cut apart, cut 
ec-, ex—out, out of, off, removal 
e-jection—act throwing out 
e-nucleate—to remove whole. 
ex-tract—something drawn out, extracted 
ex-udate (from out, sweat 
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extra-, extro—outside of, outer side 

extra-cellular—outside the cell 

extra-cranial—outside the skull 

extra-vasation—a discharge blood from vessel into the tissues 

extro-vert—a person whose interest turned outward 
in-, im—in, into, inside 

in-cision—cutting in, cut 

in-cubation—lying in, the latent stage infectious disease 

im-mersion—placing body under water 

im-pacted—pressed closely together, immovable 

im—an inseparable prefix indicating negation; privative 

in-curable—not curable 

in-sane—without mind, unsound mind 

im-maculate—without spot 

ir-reducible—not reducible, incapable being made smaller 
infra—below, beneath, downward, lower 

infra-inguinal—below the groin 

infra-maxillary—below the maxilla 

infra-orbital—below the orbit (eye socket) 

infra-red—beyond the red end the spectrum 
inter—between 

inter-cellular—between cells 

inter-digital—between the fingers toes 

inter-mittent—marked intervals 

inter-vertebral—situated between two vertebrae 
intra—within, inside 

intra-cellular—within the cell 

intra-rectal—within the rectum 

intra-uterine—within the uterus 

intra-venous—in, into, within vein 
intro—into, inward, within 

intro-duction—leading into 

intro-flexion—bending inward 

intro-mission—insertion 

intro-vert—turned within, person given introspection 
juxta—beside, near 

juxta-articular—situated near joint 

juxta-position—an adjacent position 

juxta-spinal—close the spinal column 
ob—in front of, against, near (space time) 

ob-literation—complete removal 

ob-stetrics—to stand front (of woman), midwifery 
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ob-struction—the act blocking clogging 
(from ob-clusion)—the act closure state being 
closed 
per—through, thorough, excessive, very 
per-cutaneous—through the skin (cutis) 
per-forate—to pierce, bore through 
per-meable—permitting the passage through 
per-oxide—the oxide that contains the greatest number oxygen 
atoms 
post—behind, following, after (time space), posterior 
post-encephalitis—following sequel encephalitis 
post-febrile—after fever (febris) 
post-ocular—behind the eye 
post-partum—after birth 
prae-, pre—before (in time space), front of, anterior 
pre-frontal—the anterior portion the lobe 
pre-gnancy—before birth, gestation 
pre-mature—unripe, undeveloped, occurring before the appointed 
time 
pre-oral—in front the mouth 
pro—before, front of, forward 
pro-cess—an advance progress 
pro-ductive—leading forward, capable producing 
pro-lapse—to fall, sink forward 
pro-sector—one who prosects, demonstrator anatomy 
(before vowel)—back, again 
re-current—running back, returned 
back, replace 
re-flex—bent back, reacting, reaction 
red-integration—renewal, restoration lost injured parts 
retro—back, backward, behind 
retro-flexion—bending backward 
backward, moving backward 
retro-nasal—posterior nasal 
retro-version—turning backward 
se—an inseparable prefix meaning apart, sundering 
(esp. various substances from the blood) 
se-gregation—removal certain parts from 
se-junction—breaking continuity 
sub-, sup—under (in position degree), beneath, downward, nearly 
sub-acute—not definitely acute 
sub-cutaneous—under the skin 
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sub-liminal—below the threshold (of sensation) 
sup-puration (from formation pus 
super—above (in position degree), over, upper part, extreme 
super-acute—excessively sharp acute 
super-ciliary—above the eyebrow 
super-numerary—in excess the regular normal number 
super-tension—extreme tension 
supra—above, upon, over, upper 
supra-costal—above the rib (costa) 
supra-pubic—above the pubic arch 
supra-renal—above the kidney (ren) 
supra-sternal—above the breast (sternum) 
trans—across, through, beyond 
trans-ference—carry across, displacement symptoms effect 
trans-fusion—pouring across, transfer blood 
trans-plantation—grafting tissues 
trans-urethral—through the urethra 
ultra—beyond, excess 
ultra-filtration—extra fine filtration 
ultra-ligation—ligation vessel beyond the origin branch 
ultra-violet—rays beyond the violet end the spectrum 
ultra-virus—extra virus, filtrable virus 


Suffixes 


-ago, -igo (from ago—to drive)—gives idea activity 
lumb-ago—rheumatism the lumbar region (lumbus—loin) 
prur-igo—itch (prurire—to itch) 
vert-igo—dizziness, giddiness (vertere—to turn around) 

-alis, -al—an adjectival termination 
cruci-al—decisive (crux—cross) 
digit-al—relating resembling digit 
dors-al—relating the back (dorsum) 
or-al—relating the mouth (os, stem or-) 

-culum, -cle—a diminutive 
corpus-cle—little body 
folli-cle—little bag (follis) 
ventri-cle—little belly, ventricle (venter) 
vesi-cle—little bladder (vesica) 

-or—denotes state agent 
don-or—giver (donare—to give) 
levat-or—one that lifts (levare—to lift) 
rub-or—redness (ruber—red) 
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tum-or—swelling (tumescere—to swell) 
-orium, Gr. place 
sanat-orium—a place for treatment (sanare—to heal) 
sens-orium—the seat sensation (sensus—sense) 
ering 
aque-ous—watery (aqua) 
adip-ose—fatty (adeps, stem; adip—fat) 
pil-ose—hairy (pilus—hair) 
rug-ose—wrinkled (ruga—wrinkle) 
-tas, -ty—denotes abstract quality idea 
acidi-ty—the state being acid (acidum) 
immuni-ty—a state resistant disease (immunis—free from 
service) 
in-sani-ty—unsoundness mind (insanus) 
senili-ty—old age (senex—old) 
-tio, Fr. and -tion—a suffix verbal roots action 
function 
bi-furca-tion—a forking, division into branches (furca—fork) 
in-flamma-tion—a morbid change the tissues (flamma—flame) 
palpa-tion—an examination the hands (palpare—to feel) 


Compound words 


Latin is, comparatively speaking, poor compound words. Instead 


doubling words Latin, significant prefixes suffixes are added, 
the words—retaining their proper syntactical relations—are simply 
written together one word (jurisdictio, paterfamilias, etc.). Still, the 
language contains many genuine compounds all parts speech: 
substantives, verbs, and adverbs. 


Some nouns regularly appearing part compounded words. 
ilio- (ilium—flank) 
ilio-costal—relating the ilium and ribs (costa) 
ilio-femoral—relating the ilium and thigh bone (femur) 
ilio-lumbar—relating the iliac and lumbar region (lumbus— 
loin) 
the ilium and sacrum 
latero- (latus, stem later—side) 
latero-abdominal—pertaining the side and abdomen 
latero-flexion—a bending curvature one side (flectere—to 


bend) 
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one side (torquere—to twist) 
latero-version—turning one side (vertere—to turn) 


Some adjectives regularly appearing first part compound. 


albo—(albus—white) 
albo-cinereous—ashen white (cinus, 
albo-ferrin—a light brown powder: with iron compound 
(ferrum) 
name soluble lactalbumin (lac-milk) 
anter- (anterior—before, front of) 
antero-grade—moving forward (gradior—to step) 
antero-lateral—in front and the side (latus) 
antero-posterior—relating both front and rear. 


dextro—(dexter, dextr—right) 
dextro-ocular—right eyed (oculus) 
dextro-manual—right handed (manus) 
footed (pes, stem, ped-) 
mal- evil) 
mal-adjustment—poor adjustment 
mal-aria—bad air (aria) 
mal-formation—congenital deformity 
mal-practice—mistreatment disease 
(medius—middle) 
medio-carpal—relating the central part the wrist (carpus) 
medio-lateral—relating the middle and one 
medio-tarsal—relating the the instep (tarsus) 
(multus—many) 
multi-form—occurring many forms 
multi-gravida—a woman ‘who ‘has been pregnant many times 
multi-lobar—having several lobes 
multi-nuclear—having two more nuclei 
pluri- (plus, plur—more) 
pluri-glandular—noting several glands their secretion 
pluri-gravida—a synonym for multi-gravida 
pluri-para—a woman who has given birth three more 
children 
primi- (primus—first) 
primi-para—a woman giving birth the first time 
prim-ordial—primitive (ordire—to begin) 
postero- (posterior—behind) 
postero-lateral—behind and one side 
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postero-parietal—relating the posterior portion the parietal 
lobe 
semi—half, part, somewhat 
semi-comatose—in condition mild coma 
semi-flexion—midway between extension and flexion 
semi-lunar—half-moon shaped (luna) 
semi-luxation—a partial dislocation (luxatio) 
sesqui—one and half, one half more 
sesqui-basic—a salt with equivalents the acid for the base 
sesqui-hora—an hour and half 
sinistro- (sinister, sinistr—left) 
sinistro-cerebral—relating the left cerebral hemisphere 
the left side 
sinistro-torsion—turning twisting the left 
uni- (unus—one) 
uni-axial—having one axis 
uni-lateral—having one side, confined one side only 
one nucleus 


Some nouns usually appearing second part compound word. 


from forma—shape, form—indicating resemblance the 
stem word 
cunei-form—wedge shaped (cuneus) 
funi-form—rope like (funis) 
fusi-form—spindle shaped (fusus) 
-fuge from fugare—to expel, drive away 
centri-fuge—an apparatus driving particles the center 
fever (febris) 
vermi-fuge—an agent causing expulsion intestinal worms 
(vermis) 


Hybrid 
Many medical terms are mixture Greek and Latin. Such terms 
are called terms. They may Gr. words with endings, such 


bacteri-al de-hydr-ation 
derm-al peri-card-ium 
hem-al 


words with Gr. endings, 


appendic-itis fibr-oma 
etc. 
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mixture Gr. and one compound such 


colori-meter 
oculo-gyric 


viscero-ptosis.and many others. 


rule such terms should avoided contrary the spirit 
the language, although many them are well entrenched that would 
rather difficult, not impossible, replace them (for example, ap- 
pendicitis, bacterial, dehydration, colorimeter, visceroptosis, etc.).* 
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What Does Research Man 
Want Medical Library? 


College Physicians and Surgeons 
Columbia University 


and necessarily the subject, this presentation are the 


charge your editors. They imply that the research worker exhibits 

distinguishing characteristics library behavior which set him apart 
from his practicing colleagues and, course, the students and other fauna 
which are attracted propelled books. this true, comes 
surprise one who, after not few years experience the “care and 
feeding” research workers, willing agree with Alan Gregg that 
this group “intellectually gifted, curious, unsatisfied” and “persistent.” 

The average research worker perfectionist who never satisfied 
with the status quo. That why research. Things are not right 
and out fix some them. Among the things which are not right 
the library. course, the librarian knows only too well what wrong 
with the library. realizes that wants see what book 
has take particular place where the light good, and wishes 
were better more places. knows that the card catalog traffic 
hazard, that some journals are incomplete, that people talk too loudly, 
that many his staff are inexperienced, and some few tactless, and 
also knows that the only remedy for these ills prescription written 
the administration and filled the disbursing officer. The research 
worker, however, preoccupied with his own problems and anything 
which thwarts his progress irritates him. Not infrequently entangled 
toils his own construction. this extremity tactful and experienced 
librarian—preferably one who has had rear been contact with 
small children—can work wonders. 

While there probably such thing absolutely useless library, 
there doubt that libraries can poorly stocked, badly set up, 
inefficiently run that they are little help the research worker. 
such event the irreducible minimum some sort adequate mechan- 
ism for interlibrary loans and for the projection microfilm. follows 
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that larger libraries owe the research worker smaller communities these 
services. 

Where the number periodicals and titles reasonably adequate, 
where the staff includes least one thoroughly experienced person, and 
where the physical equipment usable (it astonishing how frequently, 
even lavish libraries, really bad), the usefulness the library re- 
solves itself into matter efficient management. One wants know 
wide range reference works available and kept date. 
least one complete file the most important journals for the last two 
decades always kept the library? Are deficiencies rapidly spotted and 
replaced? journals reach the reading table within twenty-four hours 
receipt? Are spaces the shelves which readers might 
look for journal (which stored elsewhere) filled with block dummies 
giving the appropriate reference? there least one competent mem- 
ber the staff always the library? Are books promptly returned 
their proper places and the arrangement the library relatively stable 
(many research workers, the course particular research, will not 
uncommonly consult single volume many times few weeks; 
moved misplaced they are momentarily thwarted chagrined). 
Such matters need not dwelt upon here. They are part the training 
librarians and matters common sense. The inventory and organiza- 
tion good medical library—as outlined Janet Doe her Hand- 
book Medical Library Practice—obviates the necessity discussing the 
choice periodicals reference works though, course, the past four 
years there have been many things which Doe would want her 
book. 

While there are probably two research workers who follow iden- 
there are certain literary problems which keep 
cropping laboratory, such that with which charged, which 
devoted the training younger men and the housing staffs ex- 
perienced workers. These problems are recurrent, and nature depend- 
ing upon the experience the worker. 

For the young research worker (or the practicing clinician doing 
only occasional research) the recurrent problems are (1) unfamiliarity 
with reference works (2) difficulty with foreign languages (3) inexperi- 
ence the preparation article. 

Unfamiliarity with reference works: The number individuals who 
reach the stage research work and who not realize that there are 
several editions the Surgeon General’s Index Catalogue astonishing. 
probable that course enlightenment, running the plan the 
“continuous movie”, would ultimately save time for the staff any large 
library. Two one-hour lectures throughout the year, which all incoming 
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fellows and residents were required attend, might save everyone lot 
trouble. many institutions such courses are given for members 
the library school but the medical staff knows nothing about them 
they are interlarded with matter importance the research worker. 
Certainly, particular institutions would want explain their own library 
methods and the facilities the district such course, and few words 
might well devoted the facilities and opportunities the great 
medical libraries the country. 

passing has often occurred the writer that the BULLETIN 
general articles the subjects noted above. These could subsequently 
collected and bound with addendum explaining the organization 
the individual library from which the bound reprints are circulated. 
any case such articles should intended for the general, inexperienced 
reader, should painfully elementary, and should brief. have never 
yet succeeded bludgeoning young research worker practicing 
clinician through Janet Doe’s book, excellent though for the person 
who will take the time read it,—how much easier ask the librarian!) 

Difficulty with foreign languages: certainly not the task 
library staff teach young research workers foreign languages trans- 
late articles gratis. is, however, wise policy have list the names 
and addresses people who can reliable translations reasonable 
rates, and also important know where foreign language articles, 
even lengthy English productions, are abstracted. Such. information 
should listed accessible place. 

Inexperience the preparation article, though not primary 
worry the librarian, does offer the library opportunity extend its 
field service. The task presenting material for publication, simple 
though may for the experienced, not casual one for the neophyte. 
How should drawings labelled? half-tone? How big should 
illustration be? When does one use and idem? 

Busy professors and busier editors spend hours rewriting manu- 
scripts—often the detriment the latter, certainly with improve- 
ment the quality personal relations—individually. Many institutions 
offer courses medical illustration, but few many registrants ap- 
pear. Some phases such instruction could combined with library 
instruction the compilation lists references, the size type, 
the art bookmaking and publication costs. (and heave sigh and 
repeat) many green authors took the trouble devoté hour week 
competent, well-organized instruction this type many solo sessions, 
which the aggregate ought reach somewhere laid end end, would 


avoided. 
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The more experienced research worker presents different set re- 
current problems. His “Battle the Library” waged with two quite 
distinct sets tactics which may characterized the stage periodic 
raiding and the long siege and investment. 

the experienced worker develops problem and performs his pre- 
liminary experiments will take dashing and out the library 
multitudes brief visits. turning the problem over his mind. 
hears that Professor Pfistel, Copenhagen—has done 
piece work allied subject. dashes into the library—someone 
told him the communication was the Reports the Drainage Com- 
mission the Gobi Dessert for last month. Well, the library does not 
have the Reports the Drainage Commission the Gobi Dessert. But 
the question is, was the article really there before sending off for the jour- 
nal? Who Axel Pfistel? said Editor the Priority Journal 
the Verein. Well, the library does have the Priority 
Journal and the editor turns out Arnold Thistle! Arnold Thistle, 
tracked down reliable source, seems have published significant 
article the Vox Stellarum eight months ago and the library does have 
the Vox. Gone and forgotten now are Axel Pfistel and the Drainage 
Commission. Off our research worker goes happily with the Vox which 
returns fifteen minutes. 

gotten around twiddling with Thistle’s idea but things differently, 
they? What exactly was that Thistle said? Off goes R.W., not 
bothering roll down his coat.cuffs, the end his tie dripping Lord 
knows what sort witches’ brew. 

Thistle, the hell that article? critical moment 
for R.W. his laboratory, pots are boiling and assistants chewing their 
nails. Someone has taken the volume out? You may well hit R.W. 
over the head with the Union List Serials! 

Once the trying and testing over and body data has been col- 
lected, the experienced research worker likely pupate. From scraps 
paper and his first crude drafts manuscript begins evolve his 
article. comes the library now and collects armfuls books and 
them all his laboratory, his home, his cabin Maine, his 
houseboat the Styx. Sentence sentence goes over them, com- 
pares and weighs the words. Brief flurries—like the recurrent theme 
the quiet after cock crow Saint-Saen’s Danse Macabre—may disturb 
this deep silence. occasional raid corresponding with one two re- 
peated experiments may expected. Finally done—if good 
boy, well R.W., will bring the books back. More probably 
will off meeting and forget about them. 
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special problem some laboratories the foreign research worker. 
our own laboratory, foreign research workers may guests who have 
come for very brief stay (during which they usually try catch 
many, many references they have not been able see for years) they 
may residence for several years. the first case they may present de- 
mands for many hundred titles day. They not know the 
library—they have trouble with the language. tough job for the 
messengers, but the library staff has the satisfaction knowing that 
these men are making for great periods deprivation. They read 
carefully—they are the last stage digesting the work which they 
have already seen abstracts partial citations. The question “Were 
these correct?” 

The foreign student who stays longer will want photostatic micro- 
film copies critical articles which knows his home library does not 
have and cannot get and which are out print. For this, facilities should 
available. 

There are, course, many special services which particular 
offer the research worker. There are the blanket surveys current litera- 
ture, special help with difficult reference lists, the checking bibliog- 
raphies, and general editorial services. own feeling that unless 
such services are carefully and periodically checked they will abused. 
The test which should applied all such cases is: What purpose 
they serve? Even they perform visible result beyond being useful 
the education younger individuals they help extend the services 
the library the infirm they are well worth the time and money ex- 
pended upon them; but they should newer allowed interfere with 
the prompt and efficient discharge the basic functions library. 
Indeed, one the most important and difficult duties the librarian 


the research worker see that the casual preoccupied individual 


does not interfere with the proper functioning the library. For the re- 
search worker, the library place reference. there nothing 
which may refer—either because what wants not there, be- 
cause cannot find (whether due organizational breakdown 


his own inexperience does not matter)—it use him. His ques- 
tion (whether well formulated exasperatingly vague) always the 


same “Where what want?” may not know himself what 
wants, but many times the librarian can satisfy that question has 
given the research worker what wants library. Should always 
answered? Can the librarian expected divine the answer some 
ill-defined question? should say the librarian would have ask him- 
self two They would these: “Will solving this riddle, 
advance the training and understanding inexperienced man?” 
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again, the person mature “Am aiding potentially useful re- 
search?” Unless can answer both these questions ‘in the negative, 
think the librarian should help. also useful bear mind that the 
research worker himself trying divine the extremely complex na- 
ture material phenomena, problems which are often put Aim 
exasperatingly vague manner. research worker because un- 
satisfied. will always so—it is, were, “What makes Sammy 
run.” worth remembering, Gregg has observed, “All concerned 
should recognize that the ability excellent research work not 
synonymous with practical capacity other activities affairs. The 
wives scientists would scarcely require that elaborate that point.” 
Perhaps this the hidden meaning your editors’ query, perhaps what 
meant was “What the world does research man want 
medical library?” 
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The Self-Education 
the Practicing Physician* 


Joun M.D., F.A.C.S. Chicago, 
Department Surgery, Northwestern University Medical School 


CERTAIN fraction our population persists driving into the paths 

speeding locomotives, suffering fall rains permeate leaky 

roofs, falling out rowboats. these dear departed the simple 
maxims, “Stop, look, and listen”, “Be prepared”, and “Don’t rock the 
boat”, are well-known but unheeded. seems general imperfection that 
simplest truths are slowest learned. Some dramatic unfolding science 
may instantly grasped and retained. But the truth these simple 
maxims apparently must slowly and painfully absorbed. Too often 
assumed they apply only the “other fellow”. speak you today 
such maxim the medical world, that too often considered apply 
only the “other doctor”. the following: The practicing physician 
must constantly progress self-education, else will certainly regress. 

Few indeed are graduated from medical school who not realize 
they must continue their education, fail keep pace with the turning 
calendar leaves. From his self-supposed vantage point the pinnacle 
medical knowledge recently packed into his skull, the tyro may look 
disdainfully upon the ancient practitioner employing the purges and 
blood-letting learned when was, his younger man. 
hard for the recent graduate believe that must surely fail keep 
with the race unless conscientiously establishes plan for his self- 
education and steadfastly pursues his objective. But his primary objective 
always better care for his patients. secondary and contributory aim 
his self-education. 

You who are attending this Tri-State Hospital Assembly are, the 
majority, serving physicians. Doing their bidding well your primary 
objective, you suppose. For this sharing our burden, physicians 
are appreciative. Yet not your true goal the same ours, the better 
care patients? commend you proud claim share its pur- 
suit. Your approach through fostering the practicing physician his 

*Presented the Tri-State Hospital Assembly, Chicago, May 1947. 
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self-education. With your aid may equipped approach perfec- 
tion his battle against disease. 

happy address you this connection because you are posi- 
tion achieve much. Unlike the listeners Sunday sermon church 
attendance, you can something about it. You can sustain our 
moments doubt and discouragement. the hospital librarian can 
only say, that should physician unfortunate fall into your 
domain, ply him with the best books and journals—chiefly medical! 

the medical librarian falls the greater task, and the task 
posed be, needs stimulant continue his quest for knowledge. 
has skimmed the classics, even perhaps delved briefly into Horace and 
Plato, and certainly read the measure the “greats” science. How can 
swerved from lifelong determination drink increasing power 
from the fount expanding knowledge? 

Many specialists will not swerved. The exigencies the pursuit 
pure specialty demand certain degree awareness achieved only 
continued self-education. But the United States all specialists 
number only 22,000 and the majority the remaining 180,000 physicians 
are general practitioners. their shoulders rest the principal burden 
the care our nation’s health. And who this general practitioner 
but the well-trained interne and resident yesterday? Can ever 
one whom librarian can help? Yes! This today well-prepared and per- 
haps rather highly self-esteemed medical neophyte can tomorrow profit 
much your vigorous aid. Time changes thought less than face. 

The self-education any physician stems from four sources: the 
medical society, travel, patients, and reading. The first three usually 
bring only minor benefits the general practitioner. Meetings the 
medical societies are often for the specialists only. Travel usually 
medical centers, see great specialists engage post-graduate 
courses preparing specialists. Patients source must considered 
subjects clinical investigation. such, they are usually adapted 
specialist studying certain diseases disease groups. What left the 
general practitioner? Books, books, books, and medical journals. These 
open him all the accumulated knowledge the past and 
Through books and journals has door may always keep ajar 
invite the past and future temper the present. But what general prac- 
titioner opens this door? Many would, but few can. has any degree 
success, busy with his rounds professional duties, that to’ 
take time read, must either neglect Mrs. Smith’s coughing baby 
Mrs. Jones’s lumbago. Osler remarked, “Few men live lives more 
devoted self-sacrifice than the family physician, but may become 
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completely absorbed work that leisure unknown; has scarce time 
eat sleep, and Dr. Drummond remarks one his poems, 
the only man, know me, don’t get holiday’. There danger 
this treadmill life lest lose more than health and time and rest, ‘his 
intellectual independence’.” 

You are helping this important man preserve his intellectual in- 
dependence, You are proving that even his busy, fast-moving world 
patients, patients, patients, the medical librarian can stake claim and 
prove having carefully planned organization which will 
carry the physician the best yesterday and today medical ex- 
perience everywhere. 

cannot presume make suggestions you the manner 
which you should equip, locate, and operate your medical library. You 
wrestle with these problems daily—I hope not nightly. You know them 
and the answers better than But training was peripatetic 
surgeon, and continue today. From observations several medical 
libraries and their governesses, have observed that certain characteristics 
and practices inclined stamp some them first-class 
storehouse memories. Above all, such first-class libraries, have 
noted the librarian was truly interested both her jewels and their 
users. The former she kept good condition and proper place. The 
latter she invited use them. 

Her library location was accessible, placed where the main currents 
busy doctors would pass its door. welcome mat was always there. 
was quiet. conversation was important enough permitted 
encroach upon the concentration visitor. Rules for lending were 
widely posted, and worded manner not cool prospective bor- 
the opinion the medical staff the preferred type books and 
journals suit their needs. requests that she borrow 
unavailable items from nearby She stimulated many 
doctor carefully posting from time time, the contributions medi- 
cal literature made other staff members. She had her cousin, the 
medical record librarian, inform her when any staff man had unusually 
interesting case under his care. She would select certain germane publica- 
tions from her shelves and doctor with them. From such 
conversations grew case reports for publication and occasionally exten- 
sive clinical investigations. She would have her secretaries co-operate 
the actual preparation papers and bibliographies. She knew various 
techniques stimulating interest definite subjects, newly published 
books, new journals. Her library was pleasant one enter, even 
though quiet. 
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These, and other achievements, marked some medical libraries 
first class, and assured their part the life the institution being 
vital one. evaluating the impression such library medical 
community, apparent that the librarian more than the mere clerk 
she may have been regarded some. 

The course run achieving education long today that the 
runner needs help. can longer learn how healer dis- 
ease studying alone his own experience. Osler said, “To study the 
phenomena disease without books, sail uncharted sea, and 
study books without patients, not sea all.” shall invert 
Osler adding, “To study patients without books sail into ship- 
wreck.” the world today, none can hope achieve education sitting 
one end log, regardless how many degrees may held the 
man the other end. The practitioner today needs the medical library 
today. 

The physician tomorrow will find the medical library the focal 
center for the new medicine. will correlate accumulated knowledge. 
will make books, journals, sound and color movies, projection slides, 
film strips, and all newly devised teaching aids available all. The li- 
brarian will the key. She will integrate and stimulate interest society 
meetings, travel, study cases, and the medical literature. She will 
facilitate the world’s knowledge. The librarian will there- 
fore not resign herself assuming the functions cog the machine, 
but will aspire help directing the self-educational energies the 
practicing physician. 
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Report United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organisation, Con- 
ference Co-ordination Medical 
Abstracting Services* 


School Medicine Library 


EFORE discussing the Conference recently held Paris, want take 
few minutes sketch the developments which preceded it. For 
many years, the Medical Library Association has been interested 

obtaining adequate indexing and abstracting for the biological and medi- 

cal sciences reasonable cost. Both the Periodical Committee, which 

was chairman, and the Committee Indexing under the chairman- 

ship Miss Eleanor Fair, drew attention the need for improvement 

these services. 

1938, paper presented before the College and Reference Sec- 
tion the American Library suggested that abstract 
journal were carefully arranged subject sections, and the type for each 
section held after printing that “off-prints” could sold separate 
subscriptions for specialists, this would yield additional income slight 
expense and would help defray the cost the complete library edition. 
1939, Biological Abstracts adopted this principle with slight modifica- 
tions and 1945, they had almost doubled the number their sub- 
scriptions individuals. However, when war intervened, there was still 
adequate co-ordinated service for clinical medicine available 
sonable prices. 

the first post-war meeting the Medical Library Association, 
proposed that survey the situation made once; this was under- 
taken Committee consisting Miss Janet Doe, New York Academy 
Medicine Library, Miss Eleanor Fair, Metropolitan Life Insurance 

*Read before the Fourth Annual Meeting the Association the Honorary Con- 
sultants the Army Medical Library, October 10-11, 1947, Washington, D.C. 


Problem abstract publications medical and allied sciences, Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., n.s. 26: 211-217, 1938. 
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Library, Dr. Walton McDaniel, II, College Physicians Phila- 
delphia Library, and myself, Chairman. For awhile, Mr. 
Wright, that time Librarian the Army Medical Library, also served 
the Committee. The results that study have already been pub- 

While our survey was progress two new abstracting services were 
launched, World Medicine and Abstracts World Surgery, 
non-profit service published Great Britain, and Excerpta Medica 
profit basis the Netherlands. The latter very comprehensive and 
the former selective, and designed meet the needs the practitioner. 
Information received from Germany indicated that the Springer firm 
also planned resume publication its abstracting organs, the Zen- 
and Berichte which have always been expensive 
beyond the reach smaller libraries and scientists. The prices announced 
for the Excerpta Medica series, while lower than the were 
very high compared with other extensive, non-profit, abstracting organs, 
and instead co-ordinating with Biological Abstracts planned dupli- 
cate subjects already covered there and other abstracting services. 

The British Medical Association was the first group suggest that 
UNESCO should interest itself this matter and meeting was arranged 
between two the services 1946 but with rather negative results. 
the meantime our report was sent with letter the Natural Sciences 
Section UNESCO. The National Research Council also suggested 
that this was field which UNESCO might aid was interested 
eliminating barriers the free interchange scientific ideas and infor- 
mation. The Council also gave splendid support for the Paris Confer- 
ence through its communication the United States National Commis- 
sion UNESCO, which was included the agenda. This group sug- 
gested that merging existing non-profit abstracting groups might 
eventually both possible and desirable. These communications en- 
couraged UNESCO arrange informal conference interested per- 
sons under the auspices the Natural Sciences Section UNESCO 
House Paris Oct. and 1947. 

All participants had been invited send suggestions for the 
agenda, and Dr. Zhukova, Medical Counsellor the Natural 
Sciences Section, and her co-workers prepared rather detailed proposal 
which was used basis for the agenda and which can summarized 
follows: 


Agree fields each service would cover 
Excerpta medica restrict clinical, comprehensive abstracting. 


Bull. Library 36: 187-199, July 


EILEEN CUNNINGHAM 


British World Abstracts Medicine and World Abstracts 
Surgery, selective and critical. 
British (Physiological) Abstracts and Biological Abstracts would 
divide their common field. 
British World Abstracts Medicine: all journals published 
English clinical medicine. 
Excerpta Medica: all journals published other languages 
British (Physiological) Abstracts: all journals published Eu- 
rope physiology. 
Biological Abstracts: all journals published rest world 
physiology and all biology. 
Arrange for exchange completed abstracts, each paying for ab- 
stracts beyond those obtained even exchange. Accounting 
done basis number abstracts supplied, multiplied num- 
ber subscriptions (circulation) journal. 


Organize International Clearing House, arrange for ex- 
change abstracts and their accounting. Its operation could 
financed percentage levy, say per cent the total turnover 
(exchange abstracts) between the organizations. 


Establish co-ordinating committee. 

Membership: World Health Organization, UNESCO, rep- 
resentatives each abstracting service. 

Duties: Discuss schemes for co-operation, such above. 

Act supervisory and advisory capacity. 
Draw standards for abstracting. 
Establish rules for abstractors. 
Extension present services other organizations. 

Bio-Medgiz would abstract slavonic literature, would secure 
abstracts from Excerpta Medica thru the Clearing House ex- 
change payment, would publish all these Russian 
publication. 

French Bureau would abstract French literature, would secure 
abstracts from Excerpta Medica, would publish all French 
abstract journal. 

All four the abstract services English named No. 
would get Russian and French abstracts via the Clearing House 
and would translate Russian and French abstracts into English 
and publish, have central translation service Clear- 

ing House. 
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Commendation and endorsement the Medical Library Association’s 
survey report was received, noted above, from the National Research 
Council and from the following medical societies: the American College 
Physicians, American Association Physicians, American Society for 
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics, American Psychiatric As- 
sociation, National Tuberculosis Association, American Association 
Industrial Physicians and Surgeons, American Association Obstetri- 
cians, Gynecologists and Abdominal Surgeons, American Association 
Biologists and American Federation for Clinical Re- 
search. Letters indicating interest and support are still being received 
associations report action taken their councils. 

analyzing these comments and the communication from the Na- 
tional Research Council became clear that the scientists had gone even 
further than had our original suggestions and therefore sub- 
mitted the following proposal the Conference: 


“Comments show that many scientists the United States favor the co- 
ordination the abstracting biological and medical literature under cen- 
tral international organization. 

“This organization might issue two comprehensive publications, one 
the biological sciences, one the medical sciences. Each publication could ap- 
pear subject sections, each section functioning under editor editorial 
board specialists. producing the sections, existing facilities could utilized 
far possible, but all would part the international organization. All 
participating services would contribute the whole plan and each would have 
its definite field activity. 

“Editions various languages could prepared demands arose 

“As first step the achievement the above proposals, recom- 
mended that committee formed immediately under UNESCO’s auspices 
study the situation. suggested that this committee made rep- 
resentatives UNESCO, the World Health Organisation, the International 
Federation Documentation, and users abstracts (scientists and librarians), 
well representatives the abstracting services. felt particularly im- 
portant give representation those for whose benefit, presumably, the ab- 
stracts are published, namely, biologists, the medical profession and li- 
brarians who serve them.” 


was realized that while the plan outlined above not possible 
achievement the moment, eventually may become reality, that 
could conveniently tied with larger International Clearing House 
project for abstracting other sciences and was therefore included the 
Conference’s agenda. 

The Conference was opened with addresses the Director-General, 
Dr. Julian Huxley, and Dr. Joseph Needham, Director the Natural 
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Sciences Division. Dr. Zhukova, Medical Counsellor the Nat- 
ural Sciences Section, then related the steps that had been taken 
regarding the co-ordination abstracting services the biological and 
medical sciences and which had finally culminated the calling the 
Conference. The Conference appointed Dr. Hugh Clegg, Editor the 
British Medical Journal Chairman the Conference, and myself 
Vice-Chairman. The other participants were: Dr. Findley, Editor, 
Abstracts World Medicine, British Medical Association; Dr. John 
Flynn, Editor, Biological Abstracts; Prof. Samson Wright, Editor, Physio- 
logical Abstracts, British Bureau Abstracts; Prof. Zeeman, 
Editor, Excerpta Medica; Dr. Landshoff, Excerpta Medica; 
Warren, Excerpta Medica, Representative the Interim Commission 
the World Health Organisation; Mr. Zygmunt Deutschmann, Director 
Technical Services; Mr. Reid, Technical Adviser, UNESCO Nat- 
ural Sciences Section; and Mr. Edward Carter, Director, Libraries 
Section. 

Discussion began with statements the editors the abstracting 
journals regarding the history, scope, and aims their services. the 
Conference progressed, certain important resolutions and recommenda- 
tions were formulated. The first resolution struck the keynote the Con- 
ference: “It desirable, cooperative basis, provide scientific 
information service means abstracting current publications 
the lowest possible cost the consumer.” Further discussion made 
clear that the opinion those present this could best accomplished 
non-profit basis far consistent with self-support. 

The need for defining more clearly what could considered rea- 
sonably comprehensive abstracting service became apparent. All agreed 
that many journals exist all countries which are limited local in- 
terest, published largely for institutional advertisement, and that such 
material should not abstracted except for occasional biographical 
historical articles. was therefore recommended that: 

“a. comprehensive abstracting service, the sense abstracting all 
articles all journals, impossible and undesirable. medical abstracting 
service should comprehensive the sense that surveys the whole the 
world medical literature, and that should include survey the literature 
those sciences having bearing medicine, and That attempt 
made secure the cooperation abstracting services non-medical sciences 
indicating the medical service articles possible medical interest.” 


The last recommendation particularly important because the ever in- 
creasing inter-dependence medical with non-medical sciences. 

The question the scope abstract was then taken up, and the 
Conference concluded that: 
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abstract should give enough information the reader enable him 
decide whether should consult the original article abstracted and should 
include the principal data the article; addition, abstracts should pre- 
pared according the special requirements the reader.” 


The representatives Excerpta Medica announced that this service 
plans study immediate re-organization non-profit basis. This 
greatly facilitated the procedure the Conference which unanimously 
went record recommending that: 


“The cooperation abstracting services should established the 
fact that they are non-profit making basis. The Conference welcomed 
the recommendation the representatives Excerpta Medica that this organi- 
zation should consider scheme whereby profit should made Ex- 
cerpta Medica out the abstracting services provided them. The Confer- 
ence decided that could then proceed with its business assumption 
that was Conference non-profit-making organizations.” 


became very clear discussion proceeded that collaboration be- 
tween abstracting services was both highly desirable and possible even 
under existing circumstances. Some the points where collaboration 
might begin were indicated the following recommendations: 


“It agreed that the duplication specialist abstracting journals un- 
desirable. The Conference recommends that Excerpta Medica asked con- 
sider the question discontinuing certain special sections already covered 
Biological Abstracts and British Abstracts. such case, Excerpta Medica 
should supplied these other organizations with abstracts the subjects 
previously covered those sections that some them could included 
the medical sections This Conference recommends that Bio- 
logical Abstracts asked consider revising its subject scope with view 
excluding the material appropriately covered other organizations, This Con- 
ference recommends that Biological Abstracts and British Abstracts asked 
explore the possibility collaboration especially relation the exchange 
abstracts. This Conference recommends that Excerpta Medica and Abstracts 
World Medicine should explore the possibility collaboration the ex- 
change abstracts means small scale experiment. recommended 
that Biological Abstracts and British Abstracts consider cooperating through 
the use the same national professional committees which provide abstracts 
articles appearing the journals their own countries. recommended 
that Excerpta Medica and Abstracts World Medicine should consider co- 
operating the lines suggested the above recommendation.” 


The question the need various language editions the com- 
prehensive services, such had been suggested Dr. Zhukova her 
original plan summarized page 40, was discussed detail: 

“The Conference then recommended that UNESCO asked enquire 
into the demands for abstracting services other languages than English, and 
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into existing facilities for translation. result discussion the transla- 
tion abstracts, the Conference that UNESCO asked 
promote the preparation and publication comprehensive multi-lingual dic- 
tionaries the biological and medical sciences.” 


was also felt that UNESCO could further service by: “The 
initiation further conferences UNESCO, leading over-all devel- 
opment the field biology.” 

The relationship indexing abstracting was discussed and was 
felt that such services were supplemental and could not, least under 
existing circumstances, advantageously combined. The following reso- 
lution relative the chief indexing services medicine was formulated: 


“Recognizing the great services the Index Catalogue the Surgeon Gen- 
Library and the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus have contributed 
medical science, the Conference, nevertheless, would welcome any step 
towards the amalgamation these services that the information they pro- 
vide may even more complete and made available more quickly 
readers.” 


After two full days debate and discussion, and spite certain 
points disagreement, the representatives felt that much real progress 
had been made that they voted unanimously petition: 


that Interim Coordination Committee set under the auspices 
UNESCO and that this resolution forwarded UNESCO for its con- 
sideration. The suggested composition the Committee is: 


UNESCO—as Secretary and convener 

World Health Organisation 

The International Federation for Documentation 

The International Federation Library Associations 

The Medical Library Association 

Representatives Biological Abstracts, British Abstracts, World Ab- 
stracts, and Excerpta Medica, the named member when 
becomes non-profit-making organization. Until this matter has been 
settled, Excerpta Medica should invited attend observer.” 


interesting note that the request set Committee was 
common almost all suggestions sent for the Conference agenda. 

was also resolved that: “The Conference would welcome, its 
next meeting, the presence expert copyright, have his 
guidance the question copyright relation.to abstracts.” 

The Conference expressed its warmest thanks UNESCO, and the 
Director General, Dr. Needham, and particular Dr. Zhukova, 
Mr. Reid, Mr. Carter, and other members the Secretariat for their hos- 
pitality and courtesy and for calling the meeting together. Their careful 
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planning undoubtedly contributed much successful outcome. Much 
credit also due Dr. Hugh Clegg for his adroit handling his duties 
presiding officer; his clear thinking and impartiality made him ideal 
chairman. 

The meeting demonstrated marked degree the advantage 
UNESCO body which can initiate conferences and bring about, 
means frank and free discussion diverse opinions, better solution 
the problem than would have been possible any other way. also 
represented the collaboration two sections UNESCO, the section 
Naturak Sciences and the Section Libraries, problem con- 
cern both. 

Although present limited only two fields knowledge, the 
clusions reached should have important bearing on, and constitute im- 
portant link in, the chain necessary for the development abstracting 
services other fields. 

was fully realized that the delegates had authority commit 
their organizations this stage, but they will report back them find 
out how far each prepared making effective the recommenda- 
tions outlined here. hoped these will instrumental clearing 
some the difficulties which exist present. While full realization all 
obiectives not possible immediately, all felt that the Conference Paris 
has laid the corner stone for co-operation and constructive thinking 
this problem. 
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Inter-Library Loans from the Viewpoint 


Librarian, Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York, N.Y. 


the most significant factor considering inter-library loans 
from the standpoint the small library emotional one. The 
worry and dread the librarian who requests inter-library loan 

probably arise from unconscious fear that some day she may cut off 
from this apparently limitless reservoir books and journals, from which 
she freely satisfies her needs. Although she not aware it, there are 
probably two factors responsible for the librarian’s attitude. One the 
feeling inferiority because always having ask favors. gen- 
erally accepted that more blessed give than receive, and some- 
times librarian limited collection becomes very weary always hav- 
ing rely upon the larger library, and never, very rarely, having the 
privilege graciously loaning publication requested another insti- 
tution. The other factor probably her bad conscience, resulting from one 
several the following sins: negligence verifying her references, 
ing requests unsystematically, using abbreviations for the titles jour- 
nals, requesting material her own library should supply. 

Like the physician who makes his diagnosis and then prescribes 
treatment, shall now attempt therapeutic approach this two-fold 
problem. broader perspective may result from hasty survey the 
historical background inter-library loans. The first part Constance 
Winchell’s “Locating books for inter-library gives complete 
historical summary the development inter-library loans this coun- 
try. The year 1876 marks the beginning inter-library loans, although 
books had been loaned early 1850 individuals distance when 
they were needed for serious research. Samuel Green, Librarian 
Worcester Free Public Library, was the first suggest loans libraries 
order add the usefulness reference libraries. The Surgeon Gen- 


Winchell, Constance Locating books for inter-library loan. New York, Wilson, 


1930 


| 


VIEWPOINT THE SMALL LIBRARY 


eral’s Library Washington, under the direction Dr. John Billings, 
was the first have organization for such loans. July 
1882 the practice loans libraries had increased the point where 
Melvil Dewey felt impelled utter this warning: “Trying useful 
scolars, who cannot afford cum the library, they sumtimes simply 
encurage indolent and presuming 

Side side with the realization that inter-library loan necessary 
requirement for the advancement scholarly research, there has also 
existed the attitude that the whole business inter-library loans one- 
sided because small libraries fail assume equal share the burden. 
This attitude based too narrow philosophy for the world today, 
which scholars from practically every corner the globe contribute 
the march science. 

the field medicine, the whole world the benefactor from the 
research and outstanding clinical work done physicians and surgeons 
everywhere. Very often some the men who contribute considerably 
the progress medicine are associated with institutions which have small 
libraries. These men need literature which not their library. The 
large library, supplying the needed books journals, certainly doing 
great favor; but, larger sense, its own institution, well many 
others, will profit the accomplishments the people who benefit from 
the inter-library loans. fact, the shelves the large libraries probably 
already contain all the writings those same men. can not deny that, 
volumes loaned, the transaction one-sided. However, the 
librarian the large institution thinks the loans makes the broader 
terms studies being made save lives, and not the statistics the 
number volumes, the balance will assume its proper proportion. 

have somewhat eased the worry the librarian the small 
library, who with fear and trembling sets out borrow books and jour- 
nals, our therapeutic treatment for problem number one succeeding. 
Before attempting remedy the second problem, review the purpose 
and obligations the inter-library loan expressed in- the Inter-library 
Loan Codes may order. 

When the A.L.A. Code 1912 was formulated, was recognized 
that the purpose inter-library loans was make available “the unusual 
material one library enquirer who cannot visit person and 
does not find available the identical material some institution nearer 
hand, which has nearer constitutional duty serve 

The A.L.A. Interlibrary Loan Code very explicit its 


Dewey, M.: Inter-library loan. Library notes 405, July, 1892 
loan code. A.L.A. Bulletin. 6:96, July, 1912 
Interlibrary loan code 1940. Library Journal 65:802, Oct. 1940 
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statements inter-library loans and the obligations the borrowing 
library. They may follows: 


Purpose—To aid research, calculated advance boundaries knowl- 
the loan unusual books. 

Scope—When applying for loan, state whether photographic repro- 
duction will substitute. case microfilm, indicate type read- 
ing equipment available. 

Material which should not be, requested: 
Current fiction 
Books for trivial purpose 
Books print which can readily purchased which there 

natural demand the library that owns them. 
Material for class use. 

Only under exceptional circumstances should the following loaned: 
Reference books 
Books which require expensive packing 
Music 
Manuscript theses 

Information given the application for loan: 

For books: Author’s full name and initials. Title, volume number, 
date; publisher, place publication, and edition. 

For periodicals: Author and title article, complete title periodi- 
cal; volume, page, and date. 

Miscellaneous: When the reference has not been there 
should statement that has not been verified. 
There should also statement the name and status 
the person for whom the loan made. 


few other suggestions which come from other sources include 
using standard form requests which are clear and succinct, arranging 
items alphabetical order time-saving measure the use the card 
catalog, Union list etc., and employing consistency the man- 
ner which the items are set down. For example, one entry begins 
with the title the journal, the next should not start with the title the 
article, etc. 

“Selected articles Inter-library Loans” compiled James 
there article Mechanics the system which very 
much the point. Mr. McMillen says extra records should kept. Charg- 
ing cards should not kept the regular charging file alone. says 

James Selected articles interlibrary loans. New York, Wilson, 1928, 
14-15 
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that when one asked borrow book, all possible information should 
obtained. One should make sure that the request necessary, justified 
the research being carried on, and that substitute available one’s 
own library. Mr. McMillen gives the following items essential for inter- 
library loan cards: Author, title, the dates when the book was received, 
due, and returned and for whom was borrowed. the back may 
indicated the different libraries whom requests are made. Different 
colors should used for loans and from libraries. 

Perhaps the commonest complaint the lending library that re- 
quests have not been verified. verify every title certainly the most 
basic courtesy observed. Large libraries find that approximately 
the loan requests received from other libraries are incomplete in- 
accurate. When entry difficult verify, most likely incorrect. 
oné does not have sufficient facilities for verification particular 
title, this fact should stated well the sources one has employed. 
unfair put upon the lending library the added burden verifica- 
tion entries and deciphering hieroglyphics, addition the incon- 
venience and labor locating the item for inter-library loan the 
shelves, checking see contains the information wanted, preparing 
for shipment, and notifying the borrower its availability. wonder 
that the offending librarian dislikes asking borrow! She fears the day 
when the total accumulation hundreds and thousands inaccurate 
requests brings about drastic cut inter-library loan service. this 
period rising costs and labor shortages, one must prepared for the 
worst. But there are methods which the small library may ingratiate 
itself into the good graces the large library and which are probably 
followed most cases, such using written requests, rather than oral, 
borrowing stated days, rather than any and times. 

The librarian the small library dislikes inter-library loans also be- 
cause the time and expense involved. When only one person 
charge, matter how small the library, the number tasks per- 
formed practically endless, and there are never enough hours the 
day fulfill all them. The work involved the verification difficult 
entries when adequate reference tools are not hand, well the 
time spent preparing written requests, sometimes the last straw 
that breaks the camel’s back. Expense postage, express, messenger 
service, also, rather more item the small library than 
large organization. Picture then the despair the librarian who has gone 
great deal trouble send correct verified request (although 
was given her very hazy and incomplete form) receive the pub- 
lication asked for and find not the right one and that the entire pro- 
cedure must done over again! Surely much gnashing teeth can 


| 
{ 
A 
A 


CLAIRE HIRSCHFELD 


saved books and periodicals are checked before being sent out and the 
borrowing librarian notified discrepancy appears. 

When efforts are made improve borrowing: procedures, the re- 
sults will found gratifying the initiator the requests 
the lending library. Perhaps the very first method approach toward 
improvement community one. The subject inter-library loans may 
fruitfully discussed group meetings. Procedures, methods, tech- 
niques may explained and notes compared. The libraries com- 
munity would well pool their knowledge and experience and com- 
pile collection forms used the different processes inter-library 
loans: forms for requests for loan, charge cards, notices date due, re- 
quests for renewal, and announcement return. This method has al- 
ready been successfully carried out some communities where mem- 
ber libraries have made compilations forms used all phases library 
work. The completed volumes are available for loan, and real inspiration 
may derived from their study. They are most helpful when one must 
devise forms for new library bring those established organiza- 
tion up-to-date. Such collection, circulation among members, might 
help improve the methods participating libraries. 

The next step after one has received stimulation and moral support 
from one’s neighbors, acquire fair means foul the Union list 
serials. one has borrow, one must have this most basic tool 
inter-library loan service. the budget does not allow for it, must 
obtained gift assessment those who request material for loan, 
even all members the staff. The administrator, who must authorize 
the purchase books, will probably not aware the librarian’s need 
for this book. However, the librarian, convinced the absolute necessity 
for acquiring the Union list serials, will find way obtain it. 
own experience might used example. When think back 
those days few months ago, when library did not contain the Union 
list serials, shudder think all the misery everyone endured. 
When incorrect title journal field allied medicine but not 
indexed the was received, was very humiliating have 
call another library, knowing that from the Union list the correct title 
could have been ascertained, well the names the libraries having 
files the journal. Certainly one way for the librarian introduce some 
serenity into over-harrassed existence interest some benefactor 
science providing this most necessary reference tools. 

Miss Winchell quotes Dr. Ernest Richardson® saying (at the 
Atlanta Conference 1899), “The greatest handicap comes from the fact 


Richardson, Cooperation lending among college and reference libraries. A.L.A. 
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that the majority books cannot even found America; the next 
from the difficulty finding where America such works there are 
are located.” Let discuss briefly the locating material. Improve- 
ments have taken place since Dr. Richardson uttered these words. For 
example, the Library Congress provides invaluable service its 
Union Catalog, which most helpful ascertaining the locations 
books hard find. tendency seems growing the part various 
communities, also, establish Bibliographical Centers their own, 
which give member libraries the location the community any book 
desired. For those who have enjoyed such service, which provided 
while one holds the receiver the telephone, city without such 
union catalog like a-return horse and buggy days after travelling 
trans-continental plane. 

There sufficient literature available the organization and main- 
tenance these projects that those interested will find much guide 
them. Large libraries not need Bibliographical Centers the extent 
that small libraries do, because they usually have the Depository Catalog 
the Library Congress well all most the printed catalogs 
other libraries, besides their own large card catalogs. Since the service 
that results from such co-operative enterprise most value the 
small library, the incentive for the establishment such project, must 
come from the smaller libraries. 

return the emotional hurdle always being the recipient 
favors, might good recall that Mr. Samuel Green the Worces- 
ter Free Library 1898 spoke what the smaller libraries might 
return for the loans they received. said, “They should careful 
see that the large libraries are fully supplied with such local literature 
they desire and should the outlook for, opportunities 
Another way for the smaller library return past favors prepare 
list all its journals (if its holdings are not the Union list) and send 
the libraries from which borrows. Sometimes, because 
libraries employ different agents supply their journals, small library 
may receive all numbers foreign journal, whereas large library 
may find its file incomplete. 

Many other ways exist, also, which the borrowing library may 
help even its “balance sheet.” librarian, compiling bibliographies 
work which being carried exclusively his organization, often has 
access material unavailable elsewhere. Sending copies such biblio- 
graphies those from whom the librarian has borrowed material 

small library would find very difficult, not practically impos- 


Green, Interlibrary loans and reference work. Library Journal, 23: 567-8, 1898 
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sible, tunction without the assistance inter-library loans, 
often the users even small need expensive out-of-print items, 
cite only two examples the type material often requested. show 
appreciation for the vast network inter-library loan service, which 
keeps constant stream books and journals flowing back and forth 
from the well-stocked shelves the large libraries the small, limited 
libraries, perhaps might well for those smaller libraries 
embark positive program build our credit esteem with 
those upon whose goodwill depend. 


New Abstracting Tools 
the Field Medicine 


Columbia University Medical Library 


sciences, such chemistry and physics, have had excellent ab- 

stract journals ever since Chemisches Zentralblatt and Physikalische 

Zeitschrift began appear 1830 and 1899 respectively. 1907 
Chemical Abstracts made its appearance. Although does not report 
original papers great detail Chemisches Zentralblatt, the low cost 
subscription, the wide coverage all phases chemistry and related 
sciences, such physics, mathematics, biology and physiology, the com- 
paratively short delay following the appearance the original article, 
and the excellent indexing make one the most widely used scientific 
and technical journals the world. Chemical Abstracts, itself, has 
proved the great importance and practical value competent abstract- 
ing tools for the progress science and the development technology. 

medicine, with its many varied aspects ranging from the prob- 
lems met the highly specialized and well equipped research establish- 
ment those the lonely general practitioner isolated communities 
who confronted with difficult diagnoses and decisions concerning treat- 
ment, and with its interrelationships with other sciences, adequate abstract- 
ing tools are obviously great importance. founders scientific 
medicine soon recognized the value gathering information which per- 
tained other fields, and which was often published widely scat- 
tered and quite inaccessible journals, systematically and one publica- 
tion. This led the appearance der in—und 
auslandischen gesamten Medicin 1834. The success Carl Christian 
Schmidt’s Jahrbiicher the publication many similar journals 
which tried fill the gaps left Schmidt. 

1879 the Index Medicus began publication. contrast the “Zen- 
tralblatter” and “Abstracts”, only listed authors and titles medical 
publications. Thus one obliged the original papers for articles 
indexed there. This predecessor the Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus, and the prototype all medical indexing tools. 
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With the advent World War and the cessation the Springer 
Zentralblatter, the medical world acutely felt the need for abstracting 
journals the English language. Great Britain helped her doctors 
this respect during the war with the Bulletin War Medicine. The suc- 
cess this journal made the desirability continuation the 
work peacetime. And thus was launched the World Medi- 
cine and the Abstracts World Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
January, 1947. These two journals not attempt abstract all medical 
journals, but rather make highly selective list articles and journals. 
The abstracts are comprehensive and scholarly. The yearly subscription 
rate each these monthly journals makes them available wide 
public, and each issue contains general subject index and author 
index. 

April, 1947 the Excerpta Medica* published Amsterdam the first 
issue series abstracting journals which will attempt cover “in 
English every available article every available medical journal the 
World.” There are fifteen subject journals issued monthly which may 
subscribed separately group. The editorial board international 
and the abstractors are located all parts the world. 

This phenomenal undertaking work long awaited the medi- 
cal profession and medical librarians. Medical institutions will appreciate 
the saving time and money which such journal offers. The magni- 
tude coverage, which has been questioned some librarians, the 
very point supported. Who among has not written numerous 
libraries this country and other countries for interlibrary loans 
microfilms interesting titles appearing foreign journals? After the 
article has been located and available, the borrower sometimes finds 
that not what expected anticipated. abstract read before- 
hand would obviously avoid this waste time and money. The widely 
publicized medical papers are rarely difficult locate now years 
come, but the research worker must “dig” for many lesser articles his 
speciality. 

Since the war number specialized abstract journals have appeared 
which include highly selective material. The purpose each review 
concisely for the busy physician significant advances within the scope 
its speciality. Some are listed below: 


Abstracts World Medicine. 1947+ Monthly. $13. for nos. 
British medical association, Tavistock Square, London, 
Selective articles under broad classification. World-wide coverage 


*For later information Excerpta Medica, see Mrs. article page 
this issue the 
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journals. All abstracts English; titles foreign journals are 
translated into English. Each issue has author index. 


Abstracts World Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology. 1947+ 
Monthly. $9. for nos. British medical association, Tavistock 

Square, London, W.C.1. 

Broad subject classifications under surgery, obstetrics, and gyne- 

cology. World-wide coverage journals. All abstracts English; 

foreign titles journals are translated into English. Each issue 

has author index. 


Current Literature. 1947+ Irregular. Price not given. Ameri- 
can cancer society, Beaver Street, New York 

Bibliographic record articles cancer fields appearing medi- 

cal research journals. About one third are briefly annotated. World- 

wide coverage. Annotations English. Articles arranged alphabeti- 

cal author. index. 


Dental Abstracts. 1945+ Five times year. $5.00. Columbia Uni- 

versity School Dental and Oral Surgery, New York 32. 
Subject classification abstracts. Periodic reviews the literature 
various aspects dentistry, emphasis being placed scientific 
and technologic advances made each field during past year. Re- 
views recently published books. 


Excerpta medica. 1947+ Monthly. $335 for complete set. Excerpta 
medica, 111 Kalverstraat, Amsterdam 


Section 
Anatomy, anthropology, embryology and histology. 
$22.50 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Physiology, biochemistry and pharmacology. 
$45.00 for volumes yearly. 
Section III 
Endocrinology. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Public health and social and industrial medicine. 
$22.50 for yearly volume. 
Section 
General pathology, pathological anatomy and bacteriology. 
$37.50 for yearly volumes. 
Section 
Internal medicine. 
$22.50 for vearly volume. 
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Section VII 
Pediatrics. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section VIII 
Neurology and psychiatry. 
$22.50 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Surgery. 
$25.00 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Obstetrics and gynaecology. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Oto-rhino-laryngology. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section XII 
Ophthalmology. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section XIII 
Dermatology and venereology. 
$25.00 for yearly volume. 
Section XIV 
Radiology. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Section 
Tuberculosis. 
$15.00 for yearly volume. 
Hospital abstracting service. 1943+ Quarterly. $6.00 per year. 
Physicians Record Co., 161 Harrison Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
Card bibliography hospital administration arranged subject. 
Abstracts prepared abstracting staff. 
Index current hospital literature. Frequency and price 
not given. Bacon Library, American hospital association, 
Division Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
Author and subject are interfiled alphabetically. annotations. 
Obstetrical and gynecological survey. Bimonthly. $9. Wil- 
liams and Wilkins Co., Mt. Royal and Guilford Aves., Balti- 
more 
Excellent comprehensive abstracts arranged subjects. Interna- 
tional coverage and international editorial board. Abstracts com- 
plete that original source need not consulted. Comprehensive 
reviews subjects current interest are contributed periodically. 
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Subject .index for each issue and cumulative subject index for each 

year. 

Quarterly reviews of, allergy and applied immunology. 1947+ 
(Quarterly. Washington institute medicine, 1720 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.)* 

Concise abstracts with emphasis the clinical aspects. Domestic 

and foreign literature covered international editorial staff. 

résumé, Progress allergy, will presented end each pub- 

lication year. 

Quarterly review dermatology and syphilology. 1946+ 

Abstracts papers diagnosis and treatment diseases, basic 

laboratory studies, and papérs other fields medicine which are 

important dermatology. separate section abstracts papers 
syphilis and other venereal diseases, excepting gonorrhea. Cumula- 
tive index for each volume the December number. 

Quarterly review medicine. 1943+ 

Brief abstracts important current articles internal medicine 

and allied specialties, such cardiology and gastroenterology. Na- 

tional and state journals included well more important foreign 
journals. Cumulative index for each volume published the 

August issue. 

Quarterly review obstetrics and gynecology. 1943+ 

Abstracts world literature the subject. Includes original articles 

reviews which summarize and evaluate abstracts previously 

published. Book reviews. Announcements and news notes. Cumu- 
lative cross reference subject and author index October num- 
ber each volume. 

Quarterly review ophthalmology. 1945+ 

Foreign and domestic literature abstracted from state, national, 

clinic, and hospital journals well transactions meetings. Ar- 

ranged subject. Each section has series annotated references 

current articles.” Cumulative index the last 

number each volume. 

Quarterly review oto-rhino-laryngology and broncho-esophagol- 
ogy. 1942+ 

Subject classification abstracts from domestic and foreign 

sources. Cumulative author and subject index last issue each 

Quarterly review pediatrics. 1946+ 
Abstracts important new articles all phases pediatrics. New 
books reported “Bookshelf” section. Critical comments given 
This information applies all journals gi. 
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end each subject section. Cumulative index every November 

number. 

Quarterly review psychiatry and neurology. 1946+ 

Brief abstracts. Book reviews end each issue. Cumulative in- 

dex last issue year. 

Quarterly review surgery. 1943+ 

Concise abstracts under subject classification. References cur- 

rent articles not abstracted after each subject group. Cumulative 

index end year. 

Quarterly review urology. 1946+ 

Includes abstracts field urology and developments related 

fields under subject classification. Cumulative index last issue 

each volume. 

Tuberculosis index. Quarterly. $14. year. Tuberculosis 
Educational Institute, Tavistock House, Tavistock Square, Lon- 

don, W.C.1. 

Subject classification. International coverage. Brief abstracts. Many 

articles merely cited. Book and monograph review section. in- 

dex has been published date. 


Editorials 


INFLATION AND 


the Bureau Labor Statistics, the cost living the 

United States has risen almost double what was during the 
period 1934-1936, with price rises ranging from almost nothing rents 
over 200% food and some articles clothing. What implications 
does this have medical libraries? 

Libraries pay out their monies for three large groups things: for 
stock (books and journals), for equipment (typewriters, stationery, new 
stacks, catalog trays, etc.) and for services (salaries for janitors, clerks, 
typists, and librarians; costs for binding, photostating, and the like.) Al- 
most every library the country has found the cost equipment 
great during the past five years, that has put off erecting that much- 
needed stack extension, and waited before investing that new type- 
writer bank catalog trays. the same way, and for the same reason, 
most libraries have not continued purchase books and journals with 
the same abandon with which they were wont “the good old 
days.” Rare and historical books have been lopped off, secondary books 
and second copies textbooks and much-needed periodicals have been 
looked with longing, but not purchased. The cost new periodicals 
has been weighed carefully. general, considering stock and equip- 
ment, medical libraries have pondered ‘long and purchased little. 

When came services, however, libraries were not able spread 
their budgets quite thin quite successfully. Understaffed libraries 
could not lop off extra assistants they were rare historical volumes. 
Janitors, typists, and clerks play important role libraries, and one 
must have them, one must pay the prevailing wage get them. Besides, 
these groups tend have the backing organized labor, with the re- 
sult that their salaries fluctuate more than those unorganized groups. 
times inflation, therefore, the relationship between the salaries 
the organized library worker and the professional worker upset. 
larger proportion the budget than heretofore must spent salaries 
for the non-professional group library workers. 

What should done such situation? Should one attempt 
force the janitor’s salary down order that the librarian’s paycheck 
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seem more? Should one form librarian’s union and demand more 
money for the no-more genteel librarian? The former alternative pa- 
tently impossible; and with the feeling most librarians and library ad- 
ministrators about unions, the latter alternative equally unlikely. ap- 
pears that this battle which must fought individually each li- 
brarian library staff with each individual library board. the whole, 
however, library boards are aware the inflationary trend librarians. 
Requests for increases salary for professional workers, backed with 
statistics, such are given the beginning this editorial, would 
probably meet with sympathetic understanding from budget committees. 
“Never send know for whom the bell inflation tolls. tolls for thee.” 


public libraries, librarians frequently find themselves with more 
knowledge the subjects contained their collections than their 
patrons. medical libraries, however, this not so. Few medical 
librarians know much anatomy, physiology, medical 
treatment, and the like the doctors who use their libraries. might 
very well argued that the province the librarian not subject knowl- 
edge per se, but the organization knowledge for effective use. But even 
this true, follows that librarians must know enough the subject 
matter bring about the most effective organization the knowledge en- 
trusted them. 

How can medical librarians best attain this goal? Few people know 
from the outset that they will eventually become medical librarians, and 
thus are position prepare logically throughout their schooling for 
such career. The more usual condition that individual with very 
little training science and experience with scholarship 
really graduate level thrust into job medical library, and sinks 
swims force his personality. Luckily, however, there are several 
things which such person can order gain larger under- 
standing the subject-matter with which daily contact. medi- 
cal librarian interested his position will probably find himself doing 
one more these things without even being aware them, unless 
someone calls his attention them—much the farmer, who was sur- 
prised learn that all his life had been talking prose! 

One thing medical librarians can read simple textbooks 
few the basic medical subjects. Nurses’ texts are often useful for this 
purpose. Histories the subject, particularly those simple yet thorough 
works the Clio medica series, give broad views most medical sub- 
jects discussing the unfolding man’s understanding each field. 
Reviews the medical literature are particularly helpful. The Yearbook 
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publications are example this form. Even library literature, such 
this and College and Research Libraries, and historical journals 
the field medicine (The Bulletin the History Medicine, for in- 
stance) can profitably read regularly. For the more advanced student, 
new books current subjects, such Waksman’s work the anti- 
biotics Edith Potter’s book the factor, are helpful. 

For those medical librarians who wish more formal instruction, sev- 
eral possibilities are open. sometimes possible take time off 
school—either study the subject matter science courses, the 
literature courses library schools. the necessary time attend 
such courses not available, still possible, most instances, for the 
librarian sit courses given the medical students internes 
the school hospital which the library attached. Some hospitals 
welcome visitors their staff conferences. Others not mind the 
librarian attends talks visiting lecturers. 

Librarianship is, after all, based belief the usefulness the 
printed word for gaining knowledge. Librarians should, therefore, 
among the first have resource this means communication and edu- 
cation. the medical librarian interested advancing her knowledge, 
she will find means Every available means will grist her 
mill, whether new book, medical movie, lecture. If, however, 


she merely existing her present job until retirement, suggestions 
for further study will any good. 


News Items 


Miss Foster has resigned librarian the Southwestern Medical 
College, Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. Violet Baird has been appointed the 
vacancy. 


Mrs. Loran Herring has resigned assistant librarian the Uni- 
versity Texas Medical Branch, and this position has been filled Miss 
Gertrude Wiedeman, who served year’s internship the Orleans Parish 
Medical Society Library. 


Dr. Leake, Dean, University Texas Medical Branch has 
been elected Chairman the Honorary Consultants the Army Medi- 
cal Library. 


Miss Annabelle Furman, librarian the Medical College the 
State South Carolina, and members the staff, Miss Virginia Rug- 
heimer, Miss Elizabeth Williams, Mrs. John Leland, and Miss Charlotte 
attended the meeting the South Carolina Library Association 
held Charleston, Oct. and Nov. Miss Furman was charge 
the local arrangements for the exhibits the book companies the Fran- 
cis Marion Hotel. Miss Rugheimer was member the local commit- 
tee general charge the 


The inaugural meeting newly constituted Medical Sub-Section 
the Library Association, held Chaucer House, London, October 
1947, was attended librarians representing the principal medical 
libraries London and the Provinces. The following committee was ap- 
pointed manage the affairs the Section: Mr. Barnard, London 
School Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Chairman; Mr. Bishop, 
Wellcome Historical Medical Museum, Secretary; Mr. Lee, Liver- 
pool Medical Institution; Mr. LeFanu, Royal College Surgeons; 
Mr. Shields, British Medical Association; Miss Wigmore, Medi- 
cal Research Council; and Mr. Wilson, Medical Library University 
Manchester. Various projects which will advance the usefulness and ef- 
ficiency medical libraries throughout the country were discussed, some 
which will shortly put hand. These include the setting 
exchange system for duplicates and the compilation union lists 
medical serials and rare books. Membership the group confined 
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professional librarians, but members the medical profession will 
welcomed guests. 


Mrs. Margaret Robinson has been appointed junior reference librarian 
the Louisiana State University School Medicine Library. This 
new position made necessary the greatly increased use the library 


during the past year. 


Mr. Postell, librarian the Louisiana State University School 
Medicine has been awarded research grant the Council Re- 
search enable him complete his investigations the Care Slaves 
the Ante-bellum Plantations. 


Miss Mary Louise Marshall, librarian the Rudolph Matas Medical 
Library, Tulane University School Medicine has been appointed Expert 
Consultant the Army Medical Library. 


meeting the Council National Library Associations was held 
New York, November 1947. Representing the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation were Dr. Sanford Larkey, Librarian, Welch Memorial Library, 
Johns Hopkins University, place Dr. McDaniel, IT; and Miss 
Estelle Brodman, Assistant Librarian, Columbia University Medical Li- 
brary, for Mrs. Cunningham. The Council voted sponsor sym- 
posium library education. New officers elected the meeting were: 
Chairman, Betty Cole (Special Libraries Association) Vice Chairman, 
Brother Thomas (Catholic Library Association) Secretary-Treasurer, 
Bowman (Merchant Marine Association). 


RAMSEY COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
CELEBRATES ITS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


September 23, 1947, the Ramsey County Medical Society Library 
was fifty years old. was fifty years ago that the library project was started 
outgrowth suggestion Dr. Henry Longstreet Taylor that the 
society organize library. Its beginning, with Dr. Taylor the librarian, 
was meagre. The library was housed two modest rooms the old 
Lowry Arcade Fifth Street and depended for its support funds 
contributed its members. Members also contributed their services 
soliciting funds and literature for the library. these, Dr. John Roth- 
rock was one the library’s main supporters during the first years the 
library’s existence. served the first library committee, and was in- 
fluential obtaining contributions which made possible the establish- 
ment the institution. 

Through the efforts these men and others like them, the library 
grew rapidly that its mounting expenses could not met the dues 
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and contributions its members. After study this problem was 
decided publish medical journal, with the expectation that receipts 
from advertising would help finance the library. The expenses the 
journal were underwritten the committee who were appointed sur- 
vey the situation. The publication the journal was approved the 
society, and result the St. Paul Medical Journal was published and 
continued nineteen years, finally being suspended favor the Minne- 
sota Medicine. 
The library was assured adequate financial backing when Dr. 
Edouard Boeckmann donated the receipts from his process mak- 
ing catgut for surgical use. This proved very profitable venture for the 
society since this new method preparing sterile and absorbable suturing 
material was sought surgeons everywhere. 
Aided receipts from this source, the library continued flourish 
and expand. was moved 1912 the then new Lowry building St. 
Peter Street. Then 1931 was moved again, this time its present 
beautiful and spacious quarters the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
teenth floors the Lowry Medical Arts Building. 
The September meeting the Ramsey County Medical Society 
commemorated the fiftieth anniversary the founding its library with 
the following program: 


Fifty Years the Ramsey County Medical 
Society Library 
Dr. Wallace Cole, 
Chairman, Library Committee 
Generally Speaking 
Miss Perrie Jones, Librarian, 
St. Paul Public Library 
The Early Years Andreas Vesalius 
Dr. John Fulton, Sterling Prof. 
Physiology, Yale University, School 
Medicine 


The Medical Library Association would like take this opportunity 
congratulating the Ramsey County Medical Society Library 
many accomplishments, not only furthering the practice medicine 
its community, but for its contributions the field medical librarian- 


ship. 
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PRESIDENT ATTENDS UNESCO CONFERENCE 
MRS, CUNNINGHAM APPOINTED VICE-CHAIRMAN NEW ABSTRACTING 
COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Eileen Cunningham attended conference held UNESCO 
House Paris, October 3-5th, 1947, under the auspices the Natural 
Sciences Section the co-ordination abstracting services the bio- 
logical and medical sciences. This conference interest librarians, 
physicians, and scientists. Addresses welcome were made the Direc- 
tor-General, Dr. Julian Huxley, and Dr. Joseph Needham, director the 
Natural Sciences Section. Dr. Zhukova, Medical Counsellor the 
Natural Sciences Section, outlined the reasons for calling the conference. 

The conference appointed Dr. Hugh Clegg, Editor the British 
Medical Journal, Chairman, and Mrs. Cunningham Vice-Chairman. 
Others attending the conference were representatives the 
Health Organization; British Bureau Abstracts; Editors 
World Medicine and Excerpta Medica; Dr. John Flynn, Editor 
Biological Abstracts; Mr. Edward Carter, Director the UNESCO Li- 
braries Section; and experts from the UNESCO Secretariat. 

The theme, which ran through the two solid days debate, was how 
provide scientific medical information service means abstract- 
ing current publications the lowest possible cost the consumer. 
was agreed that order this effectively, would have 
non-profit basis, far consistent with self-support. resolution was 
passed recommending that “Interim Co-ordination Committee 
Medical and Biological Abstracting” set under the auspices 
UNESCO. more detailed report appears this BULLETIN page 38. 

Mrs. Cunningham made the trip air, she was able make 
report the conference the meeting the Honorary Consultants 
the Army Medical Library October 11, 1947, Washington. 


Association News 


50TH 
THE 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
PHILADELPHIA 


May 28-30, 1948 


Headquarters hotel: Warwick Hotel, 17th and Locust Sts., Philadel- 
phia Pa. Present Single (and up); Double (and up). 
usual, only few single rooms will available. The hotel will not take the 
responsibility assigning you room with another person, please let 
them know the name the person who has agreed share your quarters. 
advisable make reservations immediately. They should made di- 
rectly the hotel, which will acknowledge them promptly. 

Other hotels the central part the city: 


Adelphia Single (and up) 
13th Chestnut, Zone Double (and up) 
Chateau Crillon Single (and up) 
1900 Locust, Zone Double (and up) 
Drake Single (and up) 
1512 Spruce St., Zone Double (and up) 
Sheraton Single (and up) 
and Walnut, Zone Double (and up) 
Warburton Single (and up) 
and Sansom, Zone Double (and up) 


INVITATION ATTEND ANNUAL MEETING 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION THE HISTORY MEDICINE 


The members the Medical Library Association have received 
cordial invitation present the annual meeting the American 
Association the History Medicine Philadelphia just preceding 
the meetings the Medical Library Association. The Secretary’s letter 
invitation reads: 
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“Mrs. Eileen Cunningham 
Medical Library, 

Vanderbilt School Medicine, 

Nashville Tenn. 


Dear Mrs. Cunningham: 


The Executive Committee the American Association Medicine 
has unanimously approved the suggestion that members the Medical 
Library Association invited attend all sessions our next Annual 
Meeting Philadelphia May 26-27, 1948. This meeting immediately 
precedes that the Medical Library Association. 

Incidentally there nothing our Constitution which precludes 
members the Medical Library Association from being members the 
American Association the History medicine, they desire. This 
latter thought entirely unofficial. 

very much pleased that the two groups are meeting Philadel- 
phia consecutive dates. 


Yours very truly, 
Howard Dettrick 


SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FOREIGN MEDICAL LIBRARIANS 


Our Association the fortunate recipient grant $7,500 from 
the Rockefeller Foundation, used for scholarships enable medi- 
cal librarians from abroad study get practical experience here next 
year. Some twenty candidates are already under consideration, and from 
these, three four will chosen. expected that some will take the 
course medical librarianship University, while all will put 
some months work and observation various medical libraries. The 
institutions designated for this practical training will drawn 
from among those who have signified their willingness act this 
capacity, and accordance with the expressed desires and needs the 
applicants. your library has not yet returned its questionnaire for this, 
still not too late so. 


COMMITTEE INTERNATIONAL NATIONAL COOPERATION 


Janet Doe, Chairman 


Obituary 


Mrs. Ethel Allen Washburn, Librarian the St. Louis University 
School Medicine Library from 1923 1943, St. Louis 
September 14, 1947. She was graduate Monticello College, attended 
graduate classes St. Louis University and the Wisconsin University Li- 
brary School. She held membership the Daughters the American 
Revolution, Daughters the American Colonists, St. Louis University, 
Faculty Women’s Club, Medical Library Association, Contemporary Club 
(St. Louis), and St. Louis Science. She was talented oils, 
and four her paintings are exhibit the St. Louis University School 
Medicine which she bequeathed her collection medical book 
plates. 

Mrs. Washburn well remembered the members the Medical 
Library Association, who regret her passing. She was active association 
affairs for many years, and the Association sincerely regrets the passing 
another one its older members who contributed much make 
the Association what today. 


